
 

 
 

Bangladesh News 
 

 

Embassy of Bangladesh, Washington DC        Special Newsletter on International Mother Language Day 
 

 

 

 

Bangladesh observes “Mohan Shaheed Dibosh” and the International Mother Language Day 
 

“Moh an Sh aheed D ibo sh ”  and t he In ter na t ion a l  Mo the r  Langu age  
Day-2023  was ob ser ved  in  Bang l ad esh on F ebru ar y 21  by r eca l l i ng  
the sup rem e s ac r i f i c e o f  th e l a nguage h eroe s a nd w i th  a f r esh  
demand fo r  r ecogn i s i ng  Bang la as  one o f  t he UN o f f i c i a l  l ang uag es.  

 
The gr ea t Lan guage Mov em en t,  an unfo rge t tab l e e ven t i n  the  
nat i o n ' s  h i s to r y,  was a i med a t es t ab l i s h ing  t he r i gh t o f  th e mother  
tongu e a s wel l  a s  p ro tec t ing  s e l f - en t i t y,  cu l tu re and he r i t age.  
 
On th i s  da y in  1952 ,  th e b r ave son s o f  t he so i l  embr aced m ar t yrdom  

to  es t ab l i s h  Bang l a  a s th e s ta te l ang uag e.  S ince th en,  t he n at i on has  
been o bs er ving  th e da y w i th  du e r esp ec t and  so lemni t y b y pa ying  
g low ing  t r i bu te s to  t he memo r ie s o f  l angu ag e he roe s.  
 
P res i den t Ab du l  Hamid  a nd P r im e Mi n i s te r  Sh e i kh Ha s in a l ed  the  
nat io n in  pa yin g  the  hom age  b y p l ac ing  w reaths a t the  C en tra l  

Shah eed  Min ar  i n  Dh aka at  one minu t e pa st  midn i gh t on F ebr uar y 21 .  
 
The da y was a l so  obs er ved  arou nd t he wor ld  a s t he UNESCO  
recogn i sed  th e 21s t Feb rua ry  a s t he In te rna t ion a l  Mo th er  Langu age  
Day on No vembe r  17 ,  1999 .  

 

Thousands  o f  p eop le  c l ad  in  b lac k and  wh i t e d re ss es  e spec i a l l y tra d i t i ona l  s har ee s and  pan jab ee s,  thro nged  the  C en tra l  Sh ah ee d  Mi nar  i n 
cap i t a l  Dh a ka s ince  midn i gh t to  pa y the i r  g low ing  t r i bu te s to  t he va l i an t so ns o f  th e so i l .  
 
P res i den t Md.  Abdu l  Hami d  an d P r i me Min i s ter  Sh e ikh H as in a p a id  th e i r  t r i bu te s to  the ma rt yr s  o f  t he h i s to r i c  Langu age Mo vem en t b y l a yin g 
wrea th s a t th e C en tra l  S hah eed Min ar  i n  D haka wh i l e  t he im mor ta l  so ng composed on Ama r  E ku shey - - "A ma r  Bha i ye r  Ra kt e Rang ano  E ku sh ey 

Febr uar y,  Am i  K i  B hu l i te  P ar i " -  w as b e ing  p la yed  on th e l oud speaker .  
 
They  s tood in  so lemn s i l enc e fo r  som e t im e a s a ma rk o f  p ro found re sp ec t to  the  memor i es o f  th e l angu age  he roe s.  
 
La te r ,  on  beh a l f  o f  r u l i ng  Awami  Le agu e,  i ts  P re s id en t Sh e i kh Ha s ina  p a id  ho mag e to  the  l a nguage ma rt yr s  b y p lac ing  a  wre ath  at  t he Shaheed 
Mina r .  

 
La te r ,  Na t iona l  P ar l i ament ( Ja t i ya S ang sad)  Sp ea ker  Dr  S h i r i n  S har mi n Chau dhur y,  the ch i ef s  o f  th re e arm ed fo rc es a nd l e ade rs  o f  d i f fer e nt 
po l i t i c a l  par t i es  and soc iocu l t ura l  o rgan i z at i o ns p l a ced  wreaths a t t he Shah eed  Min ar .  
 
In  l i n e w i th  th e na t ion a l  p rog ram mes,  t he d ay w as a l so  obs er ved  a t a l l  educ at io na l  i n s t i t u t i on s,  c i t y co rpo ra t i ons,  po ura sab h a s,  th e d i s t r i c t 
and  up az i l a  admin i s tra t i on s a nd Bang la de sh mi ss io ns abroad .  

 
Mar ki ng  th e da y,  t he C en tr a l  Shaheed Mi nar  and i t s  ad jac en t ar ea s o f  the D haka Un i ve rs i t y camp us we re d eco ra ted  w i th  s tr ee t pa in t ings an d 
graf f i t i  w i th  Bang la a lph abe ts  and  se lec ted  vers es  o f  emin en t poe ts  ab out the  mo the r  l a nguage s on th e wal l s .  
 
On Febr uar y 21 ,  1952 ,  s tud en ts an d th e common peop l e i n  Dhaka u nde r  the A l l -Pa r t y S tud en ts Ac t i on Commi t te e too k to  th e s tre e ts  i n  p ro te s t 

aga in s t t he then Pa ki s t an i  go ve rnm en t ' s  den ia l  o f  Bang l a a s t he n a t i ona l  l an guag e and impo s i t i o n  o f  Urdu as th e on l y o f f i c i a l  l ang uag e o f 
Paki s tan .  
 
Sa lam,  Ba rka t,  Raf i q ,  Jabb ar  and  a few  o th er  b ra ve sons  o f  th e so i l  we re ki l l ed  in  po l i c e  f i r i ngs  on th i s  da y  in  1952  w hen  s t ud en ts  cam e ou t i n  
a p roces s ion f ro m th e Dhaka Un i vers i t y camp us br each i ng  sec t i on  144  to  p re ss the i r  dem and fo r  the r ecogn i t i on  o f  Ban g la a s a s ta te l a ngu ag e 
o f  th en P a ki s ta n .  

 
The mo vemen t fo r  Ban g la ,  how ever ,  d id  no t s to p  and th e Pa ki s t an go ve rnm en t on F ebr uar y 29 ,  1956  wa s comp el l ed  to  r ecogn i s e Ba ng la a s 
one o f  th e s ta t e l a nguage s o f  P aki s tan  be s ide s Urdu.  
 
Be ing  a sou rce o f  cea se les s i n sp i r a t i on ,  “ Ama r  E ku sh ey ”  ( Immor ta l  S haheed Day)  i n sp i r ed  a nd encour aged  t he n a t ion to  a g re at  e x ten t t o 
ach ie ve  t he r i gh t to  s e l f -d e ter min at io n an d s tru gg le fo r  f re edom and th e Li ber a t i on Wa r .  

 
W i th  the b lood sh ed o f  Lan guag e Mo vement,  th e na t i on go t the recog n i t i on  o f  B ang l a a s i t s  mo the r  to ngu e and at t a ined  i t s  l ong  ch er i shed  
indep end ence und er  the  cha r i sm a t i c  l e ade rsh i p  o f  F a the r  o f  th e Na t ion Bangaband hu S hei kh Mu j ibur  Rah man i n  1971 .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bangabandhu & Language Movement 
 

Fa the r  o f  t he Na t ion B ang abandhu  Sh ei kh Muj ibur  Rah man  had an  
outs t and ing  con tr i b ut i o n in  o rgan i z in g  th e l ang uag e mo vem en t.  He wa s  
ac t i ve f rom th e b eg inn i ng  o f  th e l a ngu age movem en t i n  1947  t i l l  th e  
end .  

 
Sho r t l y  a f te r  the  c re at i on o f  P a ki s ta n in  1947 ,  a  n umb er  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
ac t i v i s t s  ga th ered  a t th e S i r a ju ddau la Ho te l  i n  Ca l cu t ta to  de te rmin e  
the i r  ne xt  cour se  o f  ac t i on s i n  E as t Pa ki s ta n .  A t th a t m ee t ing ,  i t  wa s  
dec ided  to  fo rm a non -co mmun al  po l i t i c a l  movem en t and o rg an i z a t i on  

in  Pa ki s t an .  S he i kh Mu j ibu r  Rah man,  t he n  a you ng l ead er ,  w as i nvo l ved  
in  th i s  p roces s.  
 
The Democ ra t i c  Jub a Leag ue wa s fo rm ed on 6  and 7  Sept emb er  1948  
at the E as t Bengal  and  E as t Pa ki s t an Worker s '  Confe rence he ld  i n  
Dhaka.  Th e conf erence a dopt ed  so me p ropos a l s  on l angu ag e.  In  th i s  

rega rd ,  l ang uag e movem en t vet er an Gaz i u l  Haqu e s a id ,  "Sh e ikh  
Muj ib ur  Rahm an,  t he s tud en t l ead er  o f  th a t day,  r ead  ou t th e  
reso l u t i on s adopt ed  i n  t he con fe renc e commi t te e. "  
 

P ro fe sso r  D r  Mozha ru l  I s l am,  th e f i r s t  b iog rap her  o f  B ang aban dhu,  s a i d  i n  h i s  book 'Ban gab andh u  Shei kh Mu j ib '  th at S he i kh Muj ib  took p ar t  i n 
a  campa ign in  1948  w i th  th e Rash tr abh asha Sangr am Pa r i sh ad  to  co l l ec t  s i g na tu re s i n  suppo r t o f  th e Bang l a l ang uag e dem and.  D u r ing  th e 

mee t ing  o f  the Mus l i m Leag ue Wor king  Com mi t t ee a t th e re s id ence o f  Khawaj a N az imudd i n  on 5  Decemb er  1947 ,  he pa r t i c i p a ted  in  a nd l ed  a 
p roces s ion d em and ing  t ha t Bang la be mad e the s ta te l ang uag e.  
 
In  Dec emb er  1947 ,  fo r  t he f i r s t  t im e,  14  l ead er s i nc lud ing  con tempora ry po l i t i c i an s,  d ra f t ed  a m an i f es to  w i th  a 21 -po in t dem and,  i nc lu d ing  a 
l angu age  mo vemen t and  o t he r  d emands.  I t  w as  pub l i sh ed  i n  the  fo r m o f  a  sm al l  p amphl e t,  ent i t l ed  'S ta t e Lan guage -  21  Po in t Man i fe s to  -  

H i s to r i c a l  Doc ument ' .  Sh e i kh Muj i bur  Rahm an ' s  con tr i b ut i on  in  the fo r mula t i on  o f  th i s  m an i f es to  wa s un den i ab le  and he w as on e o f  th e ke y 
s igna to r i es .  
 
Chha tr a Leag ue wa s fo rm ed on 4  Jan uar y 1948 .  The ro le  o f  th i s  o r gan i za t i on  in  th e h i s to r y o f  t he l a nguage mo vemen t i s  ver y im p ac t fu l .  On e 
o f  th e 10 -po in t d emands  o f  th e o rg an i za t i on  es ta b l i sh ed  und er  th e l ead ers h ip  o f  Ba n gab andh u Sh ei kh Mu j ibur  Rah man  wa s to  m ake B ang l a on e 
o f  th e s t at e l a ngu age s o f  P a ki s ta n an d to  rec ru i t  Bengal i s  i n  th e a rm y and ensure  t he i r  compul so r y mi l i ta r y ed uca t ion .  

 
Marc h 11 ,  1948 ,  i s  a  un ique and un fo rg et ta b le da y in  th e h i s to r y o f  th e l angu ag e movem en t.  On th i s  da y an a l l -ou t gene ra l  s tr i k e wa s 
obser ved  d em and ing  t he s ta te  l ang uag e to  b e Bang la .  T h i s  w as  t he f i r s t  s ucces sf u l  s tr i k e i n  th e h i s to r y o f  th e l angu ag e mo vem en t i n  P aki s tan .  
She i kh Mu j ib  l e d  t he s tr i ke and w as ar r es t ed  a f t er  be ing  to r t u red  b y t h e po l i c e.  H e wa s r e le as ed  on 15  March.  
 
On 17  Ma rch 1948 ,  a  mee t ing  wa s h e ld  at B a tt a l a  o f  Dh aka Un i ve rs i t y un der  th e ch a i rm an sh ip  o f  N a im udd in  Ahm ed a t th e in vi ta t i on  o f  th e 

Eas t P a ki s ta n Mus l i m Ch ha tr a Le ague.  Sh e ikh Muj ib  pa r t i c i p at ed  i n  t hat  m ee t ing .  As a r es u l t  o f  the  ha rd  wor k o f  Sh e ikh Muj ib ,  T aju dd i n 
Ahmed,  Mohammad Toaha,  Na i mudd in  A hm ed,  Shaw ka t A l i ,  Abdu l  Ma t in ,  Sh amsu l  Haqu e and o the r  you ng l ead er s ,  th e l ang uag e movem en t 
spre ad  a l l  o ver  E as t Pa ki s t an a s a ma ss mo vemen t.  The who le o f  Ban g lade sh s eem ed to  b e tr emb l ed  by the p ub l i c  meet i ngs,  p roc es s ions a n d 
s logan s.  In  th e st re et s ,  on  t he  wal l s ,  on th e po st er s  -  the  Bh ash a S angr am Commi t te e st ar ted  wor king  t i re l es s l y to  r ea l i ze  t he dem and  f o r  
'Ban g la as th e s t at e l a ngu age ' .  Sh e i kh Muj i bur  R ahm an wa s ar r es te d  tw i ce in  1949  fo r  h i s  i n vo l vem en t i n  th e mo vement.  

 
She i kh Muj i b  wa s in  j a i l  i n  1952  d ur ing  t he erup t ion o f  th e l angu age movement.  A l t hough he wa s p erso na l l y a bs en t f rom  th e po l i t i c a l  ar en a,  
he kep t i n  to uch w i t h  the ag i ta to r s  on a r egu l ar  b as i s  wh i l e  i n  ja i l  and  gave n ece ss ar y i n st ruc t i ons.  
 
Language mo vement l ea der ,  emin en t jou rn a l i s t  Abd u l  Ga f fa r  Chowd hur y in  h i s  a r t i c l e  'Som e Memor i es ,  So me Word s Abo ut E kush '  sa id  She i kh 
Muj ib  s en t no te s to  se ver a l  Ch ha tr a League l eader s b efo r e a nd a f t er  be ing  s en t to  Fa r idpu r  J a i l  on  16  Febru ar y 1952 .  

 
A  meet i ng  wa s h e ld  a t D haka Un i vers i t y on 19  Feb rua ry  demand i ng  t he r e le as e o f  a l l  po l i t i c a l  p r i son ers ,  i nc lud ing  Sh e ikh Muj i b .  A nd on 2 1 
Febr uar y,  i gno r in g  a l l  th e ob st ac le s ,  the  s tud en ts too k ou t the  p roce ss ion .  Wh en th e P a ki s tan i  ju nt a op ened  f i r e  on th e p roces s ion ,  Sa lam -
Bar ka t-R af iq - J abba r ' s  b lood  w as sh ed on th e s tr ee ts .  
 
Bangaband hu a l so  p la yed  a s i gn i f i c an t ro le  i n  c e leb ra t ing  th e f i r s t  ann i ve rs ar y o f  t he Language Movem en t i n  1953 .  Bang abandhu  S hei kh 

Muj ib ur  Rahman wa s a t the fo r ef ron t o f  a l l  mo vement s,  p roc es s ions a nd l eader sh ip  th a t da y.  A t a  pub l i c  meet i ng  h e ld  a t A rm an i to la  Maid an, 
he ca l l ed  fo r  dec l ar in g  21  F ebr uar y as Ma r t y rs '  D ay and  dem and ed th at  Bang l a be  mad e th e s ta t e l an guage i mmed ia te l y.  
 
La te r ,  i n  th e s ess ion o f  th e Leg i s l a t i v e As semb l y he ld  on 17  J anu ar y 1956 ,  Bangab and hu dem and ed t ha t th e da i l y p roc eed i ngs o f  t h e 
Par l i ament  be  p r i n t ed  in  B ang l a .  H e a l so  deman ded  in  ano th er  s es s ion o f  th e Leg i s l a t i v e As semb ly  on  16  F ebr ua ry  to  m ake B ang l a th e s ta t e 

l angu age.  
 
Bang la  was  recog n i z ed  a s on e o f  th e s ta t e l a nguage s o f  P ak i s tan  on 7  May 1954  af te r  t he Ju k ta Fron t won th e p ro vinc i a l  a ss emb l y e lec t i on s 
tha t ye ar .  Th e Con s t i t u t i o n  wa s am end ed on 29  Feb rua ry  1956  by reco gn i z ing  Beng al i  a s  the  s econd s ta t e l an guag e o f  P a ki s ta n .  Ban gab andh u 
a l so  h as a spec i a l  cont r i bu t i on to  th i s .  
 

In  the Cons t i tu t i on  o f  1972 ,  h e adop t ed  Bang la as th e s ta te l ang uag e.  Th i s  wa s t he f i r s t  cons t i tu t i on  in  th e h i s to ry o f  t he w or ld  to  b e wr i t t e n 
in  Bang l a .  On 12  Ma rch 1 975  B angaband hu i ssu ed th e f i r s t  gover nmen t d i r ec t i v e to  i n troduc e t he B ang l a l a nguage in  o f f i c e s and in s t i t u t i on s 
ins tead  o f  E ng l i s h .  
 
Source:  Bang l ad esh Awam i  League w ebs i t e  

 

 

 

 

President Abdul Hamid, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina pay homage to Language Heroes 

 
P res i den t M Abd u l  Hamid  a nd P r im e Min i s t er  Sh e i kh H as i na p a id  
the i r  r i ch  tr i bu te s to  th e m ar t yrs  o f  t he  h i s to r i c  Lang uag e Movem en t  
on th e occas ion o f  Am ar  E ku sh ey and th e I nt er na t iona l  Mo the r  
Language D ay.  
 

Bo th  th e Head o f  the S ta te a nd th e Head o f  the Go ver nment p a id  
the i r  homag e b y  p lac in g  wr ea th s a t  t he Cent ra l  Shaheed Min ar  i n  
Dhaka a t one  minu t e pa s t mid n igh t on Feb rua ry  21 .  
 
P r ime Min i s t er  She i kh  Ha s ina ar r i v ed  at th e Sh ah eed Min ar  p r emi se s  

s i x minu t es  b efo re th e c lo ck  s truc k 12  midn i gh t,  wh i l e  P r es id en t  
Abdu l  H amid  re ached th e C en tra l  Sh aheed Mina r  t hr ee m inu te s  
befo r e the ze ro  hou r  o f  th e da y.  
 
P res i den t Abd u l  Hamid  a nd P r im e Min i s t er  Sh e ikh Has i na p roceed ed  
to  th e a l ta r  o f  t he C en tr a l  Sh aheed M ina r  t og ethe r  i n  s l ow  pac e  

wh i l e  p l a ying  t he  h i s to r i c  immo rt a l  song  on th e A ma r  E ku sh ey  " Ama r  
Bha i yer  Rok te R ang ano  E ku sh ey  Febru ar y .  .  .  A mi  K i  B hu l i te  P ar i ? "  
 
The P r es i den t w as  t he f i r s t  to  l a y the  wrea th  at  t he Cent ra l  Shaheed  
Mina r .  Ju st  a f t er  th e P re s id en t ,  the  P r emi er  p laced  th e wr ea th  a t  
the  Sh aheed Min ar .  

 
They  s tood in  so lemn s i l enc e fo r  som e t im e a s a ma rk o f  p ro found re sp ec t to  the  memor i es o f  th e Language H ero es.   
 
Spea ker ,  min i s t er s ,  advi se rs  to  the P r i me Mi n i s te r ,  par l i ament m emb e rs,  ch ief s  o f  the thr ee s er vi ce s,  sen io r  Awami  Le ague l ead ers ,  f reedo m 
f ight er s ,  fo r e ign d ip lom at s,  h ig h c i v i l  an d  mi l i ta ry  o f f i c i a l s  w ere  p r esen t on th e occas io n .   
 

Subs equ en t l y f l an ked b y cab i ne t m emb er s and  s en io r  l ead er s o f  the  par ty,  She i kh Ha s in a,  a l so  th e P r es i den t o f  ru l i ng  B ang l ade sh Awami  

Le agu e,  p lac ed  ano ther  wre ath  a t th e Sh ah eed Min ar  on  beh a l f  o f  t he p ar t y.  
 

 

 

 

President for proper practice, preservation of Bangla language, culture 

Pres i den t M Abd u l  Hamid  h as emph as i zed  th e n eed fo r  p rop er  
p rac t i c e and p re ser vat i o n o f  th e Ban g la l angu ag e an d cu l tur e s a ying  
tha t th e sp i r i t  o f  Am ar  E kushey  i s  th e inc ess an t sourc e o f  
i nsp i r a t i on  fo r  p ro t ec t i ng  own l a nguage s and cu l tu re o f  th e peo p le  
o f  d i f f ere nt  l an guag es  ac ro ss th e wor ld .  

 
"We h a ve to  b e more  a tt en t i ve  to  p rop er l y p rac t i c e and pre se r ve  
Bengal i  l an guage and cu l tu re, "  he  sa id  i n  a m es sag e on th e e ve o f  
'Sh aheed D ay'  and  ' In te rna t ion a l  Mo th er  Langu age Day 2023 .  
 
W i th  th e b l es s ing s o f  i n fo rma t ion  t echno log y,  Bang lad esh i  peo p le  

are a l so  now th e inhab i t an ts  o f  a  s i ng le g lob a l  v i l l age,  the P r es i den t  
sa id ,  "Th er efo r e,  to  mai nt a in  t he pac e o f  ad vanc e ment w i th  t he  
deve lop ed wor ld ,  ou r  p r es en t gener at i on h as to  a t ta in  nec ess ar y  
ski l l s  i n  d i f f ere nt l a ngu age s wh i ch  are r ecogn i z ed  a s i n t ern at io na l  
communica t i on med i a" .  
 

He be l i e ved  th at ob se rvi ng  Int er na t iona l  Mo the r  Lang uag e Day w i l l  
p l ay  a po s i t i v e ro l e  i n  th e d eve lopm en t a nd pr es er vat i on  o f  "o ur  own  
l angu age  a s wel l  as  i n  b u i l d ing  a su st a in ab le  fu tur e thro ugh  
mul t i l i ngu a l  educ at io n -  th i s  i s  our  exp ec t a t i on" .  

 

Abdu l  H amid  rec a l l e d  Sa lam,  B ar kat,  R af iq ,  Ja bba r ,  Sh af iu r  a nd  m an y anon ymou s l a ngu age ma rt yr s ,  who  l a id  down  t he i r  l i ve s to  e st ab l i sh  th e 
r i gh t o f  the i r  mo th er  tongu e B ang l a ,  w i t h  deep ho mag e.  
 
On th e occa s ion o f  In t ern at io na l  Mo the r  Lan guag e D ay 2023 ,  h e e x ten ded h i s  s ince re g re et i ngs  and  congr atu la t i ons  to  th e p eop l e  o f  va r i ou s 
l angu age s o f  th e w or ld ,  i nc lud ing  Ban g la and o th er  et hn i c  g ro ups.  
 

The P r es id en t s a id  th e g r ea t Lan guag e Movem en t i s  an u nfo rg et t ab le e vent i n  our  na t i ona l  h i s to r y.  Toda y,  I  r em emb er  w i th  p ro f ound re spec t , 
Fa the r  o f  the  Na t ion B angaband hu S hei kh Mu j ibur  Rahm an,  who  l ed  Sarb odo l i o  R ash tro bha sa Sang ram Pa r i sh ad  (A l l  Par t y S ta t e Lang uag e 
Ac t i on Commi t te e) ,  fo rm ed i n  1948  an d cons equ en t l y wa s imp r i son ed , "  the  P r es id en t s a id .  
 
"As t he Bangal ee n at i o n ,  i t  i s  one o f  our  g r ea t ach i e vem en ts.  I t  i s  a  un iqu e ce leb ra t i on in  p ro tec t ing  m o the r  tong ue a s wel l  as  own cu l tur e 
and h er i tag e, "  he add ed.  

 
Embr ac ing  th e sp i r i t  o f  A ma r  E ku sh ey,  t he  P r es id en t sa id ,  " Le t mu tu a l  r esp ec t  b e aw aken ed among  the  peop le o f  d i f fe ren t  l an gu ag es  a n d 
cu l tu res  o f  th e wor l d  a nd l et  a  co lour f u l  wo r ld  w i t hout  d i sc r imin a t i on be d eve lop ed -  i t  i s  m y e xpec ta t i on  o n S hah eed  D ay  an d In ter na t iona l  
Mo th er  Langu age  Day " .  
 

 

 

PM greets all on International Mother Language Day 
 

Pr ime  Mi n i s te r  S he i kh  Ha s in a h as  e x ten ded  he r  s ince re  g r ee t ing s to  
the p eop le o f  a l l  l a ngu age s and cu l tur es o f  t he wor ld ,  i nc lud i ng  

Bang la ,  on th e occas ion o f  the g re at Ma r t yr s '  Da y and In te rna t ion a l  
Mo th er  Langu age  Day -2023 .  
 
"UNE SCO an d Bang la de sh ha ve b een jo in t l y ce le bra t ing  th i s  day w i th  
due d ig n i t y s ince 2000 .  I  t h in k t h i s  ye ar 's  th eme o f  t he d ay -  
'mu l t i l i n gua l  educa t ion -  a n ece ss i t y to  tr ans fo rm educa t ion ' -  i s  

per f ec t , "  s he sa id  i n  a  me ss age  on the  e ve o f  t he da y.  
 
No t ing  tha t the i mpor ta nce o f  the l ang uag e mo vem en t i n  the h i s to r y  
o f  th e B eng al i  l i b era t i on  s tru gg le  i s  i mmense,  the  P r emie r  s a id  th e  
founda t ion fo r  a  non -commu nal ,  democ ra t i c ,  l an guage - ba sed s t at e  
sy st em w as l a id  th rough th i s  mo vement.  

 
"On t h i s  d ay i n  1952 ,  Abu l  B ar ka t,  Ab du l  Jabb ar ,  Ab dus Sa l am,  
Raf iqudd i n  A hm ad,  S haf i u r  R ahm an,  and  many  o t he rs  sac r i f i c e d  the i r  
l i ve s to  p ro t ec t  t he d ign i t y o f  o ur  mother  l an guag e B ang l a .  I  p ay  m y  
pro found res pec ts  to  t he m emor y o f  the mar t yr s  o f  a l l  l angu age s,  

i nc lud ing  Bang la;  I  rem emb er  w i t h  deep tr i b ut e a l l  th e l ang uag e  
movement ac t i v i s t s ,  i nc lud i ng  t he G rea t es t Bangal ee o f  a l l  t ime,  th e Fa th er  o f  th e Na t ion Bangab and hu Sh ei kh Muj ib ur  Rahman,  whose 
supr em e s ac r i f i c es and st rugg l e e le va t ed  the es t eem  o f  our  mo the r l an d ,  and p eop le, "  s he added.  
 
She i kh Ha s ina  s a id  the  g lo r i ou s h i s to r y o f  th e l angu age  mo vem en t o f  t he B ang la  f ro m 1947  to  1952  i s  a  sou rce o f  i ns p i ra t i on  in  "o ur  na t i ona l  
l i fe  t im e an d ag a in " .  

 
The Fa th er  o f  the N at io n was r epea ted l y imp r i son ed fo r  l ead i ng  t he l a nguag e mo vem en t,  sh e s a id ,  add i ng  a t th e Ed uca t ion Conf e r ence h e ld  i n  
Karach i  on No vem ber  27 ,  1947 ,  U rdu w as d ec ided  to  be th e s t at e l a ngu age o f  Pa ki s t an .  
 
When t he n ews r each ed Dh aka,  t he s tu den ts o f  Dhaka Un i vers i t y imm ed iat e l y p ro te st ed  in  f ro nt o f  Kh awa ja Na z imud d in 's  r es id enc e,  th e P r im e 
Min i s t er  sa id ,  add ing  s ho r t l y a f terw ard s,  She i kh Muj ib ,  a  l aw  s tud en t at Dh aka Un iver s i t y,  us ed  h i s  o rg an i za t i on a l  exp er i ence to  p la y a v i ta l  

ro l e  i n  es t ab l i s h ing  th e Ch ha tr a League  in  D haka o n Jan uar y 4 ,  1948 .  
 
Men t ion i ng  t ha t Ben gal i  n at i o na l i sm wa s e st ab l i s hed  thro ugh the l ang uage movem en t,  sh e sa i d ,  "Fo l l ow ing  th e ide a l s  o f  B enga l i  na t i on a l i sm 
and t he F athe r  o f  th e Na t ion Bangab and hu Sh ei kh Muj ib ,  we h ave m ade Bang l ad esh a ro le  mod el  fo r  d eve lopm en t i n  the wor ld  i n  t h e l a st  14 
ye ar s" .  

 
She i kh H as in a add ed:  "We w i l l  t ra nsfo rm t he coun tr y i n to  Sma rt B an g lade sh b y 2041  by bu i l d i ng  Sm ar t C i t i ze n s,  Sm ar t Govern men t,  Sm ar t 
Economy,  and  Sm ar t Soc ie t y" .  
 
S ince th e go ver nment  i s  i mp lemen t in g  Bang lad esh D el t a  P l an -2100 ,  she  sa id ,  " I  f i r mly  be l i e ve th at w e w i l l  b e a b le to  e s tab l i sh  th e d eve loped ,  
p rosp erou s,  and  s e l f - es t eem ed 'Son ar  B ang l ade sh '  a s  d r eam t by  t he Fa the r  o f  th e Na t ion " .  

 

 

 

 

 

PM distributes Ekushey Padak-2023 

Pr ime  Mi n i s te r  Sh e i kh H as i na ha s d i s t r i bu ted  t he "E ku shey  Pad ak -
2023"  to  19  emin en t per sons and two  o rgan i za t i on s fo r  out s tand i ng  
contr i b ut i on s to  d i f fer en t f i e ld s i n  th e coun tr y.  
 
She h and ed o ve r  t he Ekushey Pada k,  the seco nd h ig he st c i v i l i an  

award  in  B ang l ade sh,  a t a  ce remo ny at O sman i  Memor i a l  Aud i to r i um  
in  Dhaka on Feb rua ry  20 .  
 
The E kushey Pada k wa s in t roduced in  t he m emor y o f  th e ma rt yr s  o f  
the  Lang uag e Mo vement  i n  1952 .  

 
The awar d  i s  g i ven to  i nd i v i dua l s  and  o rg an i za t i ons in  r ecogn i t i on  o f  
contr i b ut i on s to  a numb er  o f  f i e ld s i nc lud in g  th e Wa r  o f  L ibe ra t i on ,  
l i te ra tur e,  m us i c ,  e duca t ion ,  journ a l i sm,  po ve r t y r educ t i on ,  re se arch ,  
and  vi s ua l  ar ts .  
 

 
Ear l i er  on Feb ru ar y 12 ,  t he go ve rnm en t a nnounc ed the  names o f  19  
emin en t c i t i zen s and two  o rgan i z at i o ns fo r  th e "E ku sh ey P ada k -2023"  
fo r  t he i r  ou ts tan d ing  con tr i bu t i ons to  r es pec t i v e f i e ld s .  
 
Th i s  yea r  t hr ee p er sons go t the awar d  in  the Langu age Mo vem en t  

cat ego r y,  one in  th e Libe ra t i on Wa r ,  e igh t i n  S h i l pa ka la  ( ac t ing ,  mus i c ,  rec i t at i o n ,  ar ts  and  p a in t ing) ,  two  in  po l i t i c s ,  one  p er son and on e 
ins t i t u t i on  in  educa t ion ,  on e p er son and on e in st i tu t i on  i n  soc i a l  s er vi c e an d one eac h in  journ a l i sm,  r es earc h ,  and  l an guag e and l i te ra tur e.  
 
Kha led a Man zur -e K hud a,  va l i a nt f r eedom f igh te r  AK M Sh am su l  H aqu e (pos thu mous l y)  and  H aj i  Mohamm ad Maj ib ur  Rahm an we re g i ven th e 
award  i n  the  Langu ag e Mo vement c at eg o r y.  

 
Ma sud A l i  Kh an and Sh im ul  Yusu f  rec e i ved  the awar d  in  th e ca tego ry o f  Sh i l pa ka la  ( ac t ing)  wh i l e  Mono ran jan Gho sh a l ,  Gaz i  A bdu l  H aki m an d 
Faz a l - e-Kh uda (po s thumo us l y)  we re n am ed fo r  t he award  in  the c at ego r y o f  S h i l pa ka la  (m us i c )  a nd  Ja yanto  Cha t topad h ya y in  Sh i l pa ka l a  
( rec i t a t i on)  ca tego ry,  Nawa z i s h  A l i  K han fo r  S h i l pa ka la ,  and  K anak Chanpa C hakm a fo r  Sh i l p a ka la  (pa in t in g) .  
 
Mom taz  Udd in  (pos thu mous l y)  w as  g i ven  t he  awa rd  i n  th e Libe ra t i on  War  c at ego r y,  Md  Sh ah A lam g i r  (po s thumo us l y)  i n  jou rn a l i sm,  Dr  Md 

Abdu l  Ma j id  i n  r es earc h ,  P ro fe sso r  Dr  Mazh aru l  I s l am (pos th umou s l y)  i n  ed uca t ion ,  Md S a idu l  Haq ue  in  soc ia l  se rvi c e,  A dvoc at e  Man jur u l  Imam 
(posth umou s l y)  and  A kh te r  Udd in  Mia (po s thumo us l y)  i n  po l i t i c s ,  an d  D r  Man i ru zz am an in  l ang uag e and l i te ra tur e.  
 
Bang la de sh Na t ion a l  Museu m r ece i ved  th e award  in  the  ca tego ry o f  ed u cat ion w h i l e  B i dyanondo  Found a t ion in  soc ia l  se r vi ce.  
 
T i l l  2022 ,  a  to t a l  o f  543  d i s t i ngu i sh ed ind i v id ua l s  a nd  r epu ted  ins t i tu t i ons we re award ed "E ku shey P ada k "  i n  recogn i t i on  o f  t he i r  cont r i bu t i on s 

to  var io us f i e ld s i n  na t i ona l  l i f e .  
 

 

 

 

 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stresses research to preserve, revitalize, develop mother languages 

Pr ime Mi n i s te r  She i kh H as in a ha s l a id  emp ha s i s  on th e nece ss i t y o f  
res ea rch on l ang uag es,  sa yin g  t ha t In te rna t ion a l  Mo th er  Langu ag e  
Ins t i tu te ( IML I)  h as th e r espo ns ib i l i t y to  p r es er ve  a l l  th e l a nguage s  

exi s t i ng  in  th e wor ld .  
 
“ I  t h in k IML I ha s th e re spon s ib i l i t y to  p re se rve a l l  t he l a nguage s  
p re va i l i ng  in  t he  wor ld  as  wel l  as  conduc t r es ea rch on  t hos e  
l angu age s a nd know the i r  h i s to r y.  I  th i nk  i t  c an b e don e, ”  sh e s a id .  
 

The P r emie r  s a id  th i s  wh i l e  a ddr ess ing  a s t he ch i ef  g ues t th e  
inaugu ra l  c eremon y o f  t he fou r -d a y p rogr amm e m ar king  th e  
In ter na t ion a l  Mo the r  Langu age D ay -2023  at In te rna t ion a l  Mo the r  
Language  In st i tu t e ( IMLI)  aud i to r iu m in  Dhaka on Feb rua ry  21 .  
 
Men t ion i ng  tha t fe l l owsh ip  i s  n eed ed to  be  in troduc ed in  th e IML I fo r  

res ea rche rs ,  she  s a id  “ I  w i l l  ar rang e th e fu nd ( fo r  i n troduc in g  
fe l l owsh i p)  i f  i t  i s  r equ i r ed . ”  
 
“ I  wan t th at IML I to  put emph as i s  on the r es earc h as a tt a in in g  
exc e l l enc e i s  no t  pos s ib l e  w i tho ut i t , ”  sh e sa id ,  s t re ss i ng  the need fo r  

res ea rch to  p re se rve,  r evi t a l i z e and d e ve lop  th e mo the r  l an guag es o f  
the  wor ld .  
 
“Many l ang uag es in  d i f fe re nt coun t r i e s  ar e ge t t i ng  l o s t… We want th e  
enge nde red  l ang uag es o f  th e wor ld  to  b e p r ese r ved  her e a nd r es earc h  
to  be  conduc ted  on thos e.  We ’r e g i v in g  the  u tmos t i mpor tanc e to  

res ea rch .  I  want th e In t ern at io na l  Mo th er  Language Ins t i tu te to  make  
a hug e con tr i b ut i on  to  p re se rve th e l an guag es, ”  s he add ed.  
 
The P r i me Min i s ter  ment io ned th a t h er  go ve rnm en t h ad  r a i s ed  th e l i t erac y r a te to  65 .5  p ercent  f ro m on l y 45  p ercent  dur i ng  the  1996 -200 1 
ten ur e and go t a n awar d  f rom UN ESCO fo r  th i s  ac h ie vement.  Then her  gove rnm en t fo rm ed a fund w i th  th e awa rd  money to  p ro vid e s t i pen d fo r  
h ighe r  ed uca t ion ,  s he sa id .  

 
The P r i me Min i s t er  rec a l l ed  th e con tr i b ut i o n o f  F a the r  o f  th e Na t ion B angabandhu  Sh eikh Muj ib ur  Rahman to  t he Langu age Mo veme n t.  
 
In  t he e ven t,  P r im e Min i s ter  She i kh H as i na,  a l so  ch ief  p a tron o f  the IMLI,  h a nd ed over  the i n t ern a t iona l  mo th er  l a ngu age n at io na l  aw ard s an d 
the  in ter na t ion a l  mo the r  l a ngu age i n t er na t iona l  awa rds to  four  rec ip i en ts .  

 
Hab ibu r  Rahman and R anj i t  S ing ha w er e g i ven th e n a t iona l  aw ard s,  wh i l e  Mahendr a Ku ma r Mi sh ra  and  Mo th er  Lang uag e Lo v er s o f  Wor l d  
Soc iet y,  V ancou ver ,  C an ada  wer e conf er red  w i th  t he i n t er na t iona l  awar ds i n  r ecogn i t i on  o f  t he i r  e x tr ao rd in ar y con tr i b ut i o n to  t h e 
p res er vat i on ,  re vi ta l i za t i on  and de ve lop ment o f  mo the r  l a ngu age s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foreign Minister inaugurates Shaheed Minar in California 
 

Fo re ig n Min i s ter  D r  A K  Abdu l  Momen MP u nve i l e d  th e pe rmanen t  
Shah eed  Mi na r ,  r ep l i c a  o f  th e Cen tr a l  Shaheed Min ar  i n  Dhaka,  i n  t he  
C i t y o f  Pe r r i s  o f  t he C a l i fo r n ia  S ta t e o f  t he Un i ted  S t at es,  on 21  
Febr uar y,  2023 .   
 

Mayo r  o f  th e C i t y  o f  Pe r r i s  Mr .  Mi chae l  M.  Var gas  a nd B ang l ade sh ’s  
Consu l  Gene ra l  i n  Lo s Angel es Ms.  Samia An jum we re p r es en t,  among  
o the rs .   
 
The Shaheed Min ar  h as b een b u i l t  a t  the s ince re e f fo r t  o f  t he  

“ In te rn at ion a l  Mo th er  Lang uag e Day C e leb ra t i on Com mi t t ee”  -a  
Bang la de sh Co mmun i t y- l ed  o r gan i za t i on ,  and  th e Con su l at e Gene ra l  
o f  Bang l ade sh i n  Los A ngel es .   
 
F lo ra l  w re ath  wa s p lac ed  and on e mi nu te s i l e nce w as ob se rved  
dur ing  th e u nve i l i ng  o f  the  Sh aheed Min ar .  A  docum entar y on  t he  

Grea t Langu age Mo vem en t wa s a l so  sc re en ed .   
 
In  h i s  s ta tement on th i s  oc cas io n ,  th e Fo r e ign Min i s ter  reca l l ed  w i th  
deep  r esp ec t  t he  h i s to r i c a l  b ackgroun d o f  t he g re a t Language  
Movem en t,  i nc lud in g  th e l e ade rsh ip  ro le  o f  th e F ather  o f  th e Na t ion  
Bangaband hu She ikh Muj ib ur  R ahm an,  and  t he  ro le  o f  e x pa tr i a te  

Bang la de sh i s  i n  ear n ing  t he r ecogn i t i on  o f  21st Feb rua ry a s t he  
In ter na t ion a l  Mo th er  Langu age Day b y th e UNESC O.   
 

He a l so  s t a ted  t ha t the  e st ab l i shm en t o f  t he Shaheed Mina r  i n  t he  C i t y o f  Pe r r i s  wou ld  be an occ as ion  to  pa y tr i b ut e to  th e l a ngu age  ma rt y rs  
and the  l an guag e h ero es and wou l d  c re a te n ew im pe tus  in  s t ren gth en i n g  cu l tu ra l  bondage and coop era t i on be tween B ang la de sh and  th e Un i t e d 

Sta t es.   
 
The Mayo r  o f  th e C i t y o f  Pe r r i s ,  i n  h i s  s ta t ement,  u nde rsco r ed  t ha t Shah eed Mina r  wou ld  ac t as a symbo l  o f  mu l t i l i ng ua l i sm an d cu l tu ra l  
d i ve rs i t y i n  th e r eg ion.   
 
La te r ,  the Fo r e ign Min i s t er  and  th e Mayo r  i n aug ura t ed  “B ang l ade sh Co r ner”  i n  th e C esa r  E  Ch avez Pub l i c  L ib r ar y i n  t he C i t y o f  Pe r r i s .  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Mother Language Day observed in Bangladesh Embassy in Washington: Language Movement 
is like a lighthouse for Bengali nation, says Ambassador Imran 
 

  
 

The Bang l ade sh E mba ss y in  Wash ing ton DC obs er ved  “Moh an Sh aheed D ibosh ”  and t he I nt ern a t iona l  Mo th er  Lan guag e Day on Febru ar y 21  by 
payi ng  g low ing  t r i bu te s to  t he mar t yr s  o f  th e 1952  Lan guag e Movem en t .  
 

The E mba ss y  ar ran ged  an  e l abo r at e p rogr am to  co mmemora t e the  s upr eme  s ac r i f i c e o f  t he  l ang uag e hero es  who  l a id  dow n the i r  l i v es  i n  Dhaka 
71  ye ar s  ago  to  e s ta b l i sh  Bang la as th e s ta t e l a nguage.  
 
The da y- long  pro gram st ar te d  w i th  p lac ing  o f  a  f l o r a l  w re ath  at t he a l t ar  o f  th e Shah eed Mina r  by t he Bang lad esh Amba ss ado r  on th e em b as s y 
p remi se s a t on e - minu te  pa st  z ero  hou r .  
 

The immo rt a l  so ng composed on ‘Am ar  E kush ey’  - - "  Am ar  Bh a iyer  R ak t e Rang ano  E ku sh ey Feb rua r y,  Ami  K i  Bh u l i te  P ar i ”  — w as p l a yed  at th a t 
t im e.  Emb as s y o f f i c er s  an d emp loyee s and m emb er s o f  th e i r  fami l i es  were a l so  p r esent  on the  occas ion .  
 
In  the  morn i ng ,  the Amb as sado r  ho i s t ed  the na t iona l  f l a g  a t h a l f - ma s t i n  f ron t o f  th e Ch ance ry  in  the  p r es ence o f  t he E mba ss y o f f i c i a l s .  A 
‘P robh a t F er r y ’  wa s a r ra nged  to  com memora te  t he d a y.  
 

A  f l o ra l  w re ath  was a l so  p laced  a t t he bu st o f  Bangab andh u Shei kh Muj ibur  Rahm an a t th e Bang abandhu Co rne r  o f  the E mb a ss y to  p ay r esp ec t 
to  t he Fa th er  o f  th e N at ion .  
 
The m es sag es i ss ued  on the  occas ion  by  t he P re s ident,  P r im e Min i s t er ,  Fo re ig n Mi n i s te r  a nd  S ta t e Mi n i s te r  fo r  Fo r e ign Af f a i r s  we re re ad  ou t 
by Deput y C h ief  o f  the Mi s s ion Fe rdous i  Shah r i a r ,  Min i s t er  (Econo m ic )  Md Mahad ee Ha ss an,  Mi n i s te r  (P re ss)  AZ M Sa j ja d  Hoss a in  a n d 
Counse l l o r  (P ub l i c  D ip lo mac y)  Ar i fa  R ahm an Ru ma.  

 
La te r ,  two  docum en ta r i e s  on  t he h i s to r y o f  g r ea t Langu age  Mo vement  were  sc r eened.  A spec i a l  p r a ye r  wa s o f fer ed  se e king  d i v i ne  b le ss i ngs  f o r 
the  ma rt y rs  o f  t he Langu age Mo vem en t as w el l  a s  con t inu ed p eace,  p ro gres s and p rosp er i t y o f  th e na t i on .  
 
In  th e e ven ing ,  th e Emb as s y ar r ang ed a d i scu ss ion m ee t ing  fo l l ow ed by a cu l t ura l  e ven t by Bang lad esh i  ar t i s te s and p er fo r me rs  f ro m d i f fe ren t  

emba ss i es  to  d emon s tra t e the d i ver s i t y o f  cu l tur e a round th e wor ld .  
 
In  h i s  r em ar ks,  Am bas sado r  Mu ham mad Imr an t erm ed t he sp i r i t  o f  g re at Lang uag e Mo vemen t was l i ke a l i ghthous e fo r  Ben gal i  na t i on a nd sa i d  
tha t B ang l ade sh i s  now ad vanc i ng  fa s t to  b ecome a de ve loped and  p rospe rous cou nt ry as d re am t b y Ban gab andh u und er  the l ead er sh ip  o f  
P r ime Min i s ter  Sh e ikh H as in a.  
 

He ca l l ed  upo n t he B ang l ad esh d ia spo ra  in  the  USA to  con tr i bu t e un i t ed l y toward s d eve lopm en t o f  B ang l ade sh and encour ag e t he new 
gene ra t i on s to  know mor e ab o ut th e r i c h  Ban g la l angu ag e,  cu l t ur e an d her i tag e.  
 
Per fo r me rs f rom B ang l ade sh,  Ind i a ,  P arag uay,  Gh an a,  Nep al  a nd  a  cu l t ura l  g roup com pr i s ed  o f  Ea s t Eu ropean cou nt r i e s  pe r fo r med  c ap t i v a t in g 
the  aud ienc e w i t h  the i r  so ngs and danc es at  t he p acked B ang aban du  A ud i to r i um.  
 

Amba ss ado r s and d ip loma t s f ro m var iou s coun tr i es ,  s en io r  o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e US St a te D epa r tment and th e govern ment,  po l i t i c a l  l ead er s ,  
journ a l i s ts ,  rep re sent at i v es o f  soc ia l  an d  cu l tur a l  bod i es and mem ber s o f  Bang l ade sh i  d i a spo ra  a tt end ed th e e vent.  
 
Counse l l o r  Md Mon i r uzz am an and F i rs t  Sec r et ar y (P as spo r t &  V i sa  W ing )  Md Ab du l  H ye Mi l ton con duc t ed  th e p rog ram.  
 

 

Foreign Ministry observes International Mother Language Day 
 

The Min i s t r y o f  Fo re ign A f fa i rs  o rg an i z ed  a d i scu ss ion meet i ng  a nd 
cu l tu ra l  p rog ram at the Fo re ig n Ser vi c e Acad em y in  th e cap i ta l  on 
Febr uar y 21  on  t he occa s ion o f  th e “ Mohan Sh aheed D ibosh ”  an d t he  
In ter na t ion a l  Mo th er  Langu age Day.  
 

In  the morn in g ,  a  ‘ P r obh at Fe r r y ’  w as b rough t ou t f ro m th e Su gand ha  
end o f  th e Academ y and conc lu ded i n  f ron t o f  t empor ar y S hah eed Min ar  
bu i l t  i n  f ro nt o f  the mai n  bu i l d i ng  o f  th e ac ademy.  
 
S ta t e Mi n i s te r  fo r  Fo r e ign A f fa i rs  Md.  S hah r i a r  A l am,  MP,  Fo r e i gn 

Sec re t ar y (Sen io r  Sec r e tar y)  Ma sud B in  Mo men,  sen io r  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t he  
min i s tr y and Fo r e ign Ser vi c e Academ y,  fo re i gn d ip loma ts  too k p ar t  i n  t he  
morn ing  ra l l y.  
 
On beha l f  o f  th e Fo re ig n M in i s t er ,  th e S ta t e Mi n i s te r  fo r  Fo re ig n A f fa i rs  
and  t he Fo r e ign S ec re t ar y p laced  a wrea th  at  the a l t ar  o f  t he Sh ah eed 

Mina r .  B es id es,  fo r e ign d ip loma t s,  o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e in t ern at io n a l  
o rgan i za t i ons,  th e r ec to r  o f  th e Fo r e ign Ser vi c e Acad em y and t he  
P res i den t and mem ber s o f  th e Fo re ig n S er vi ce As soc ia t i on  p a id  tr i bu t es  
to  l a nguage mar t yr s  b y p l ac i ng  wr ea th s a t th e Sh aheed Min ar .  
 

La te r ,  a  d i scu ss ion  and  cu l tur a l  fu nc t i on  was  he l d  a t the  aud i to r i um o f  the  Fo r e ign Ser vi c e Academ y.  

 
S ta t e Min i s t er  fo r  Fo re ig n A f fa i rs  Md  Sh ahr i ar  A lam wa s th e ch i ef  g u es t a t th e func t i on ,  wh i l e  French Amba ss ado r  to  Ban g lad esh  Ms.  Mar i e 
Ma sdupu y a l so  spo ke.  R ec to r  o f  the  Acad em y Ma shf i  B i n t e S ham s g ave the  wel com e ad dre ss.  
 
Shah r i ar  A lam e xp re ss ed  gr a t i t ude to  th e in te rna t ion a l  comm uni ty  fo r  recogn i z ing  th e sp i r i t  o f  th e g r ea t Lan guage Movem en t.  T he  dec l ara t i o n  

o f  the 21s t Feb rua r y as th e In t ern at io na l  Mo th er  Langu age D ay wa s  the cont r i bu t i on o f  Bang l ade sh ’s  s tr i d es to  spre ad  l i ngu i s t i c  d i ve rs i t y 
around  t he g lob e in  th e b ackdrop  o f  th e Language Mo vem en t,  h e s a id .  
 

 

UN Bangla font now in Unicode 
 

Uni ted  N at io ns Deve lopm en t P rogr amm e (UN DP) ,  on In te rna t io na l  

Mo th er ’s  Langu age d ay,  h as l aunch ed the Un i cod e vers ion ,  w i th  se ven  
d i f fe ren t i t era t i on s,  o f  th e UN B ang l a fo nt  to  ea se  acce ss  to  i n ter ne t fo r  
Bengal i  l an guag e u se rs .  
 
The UN Bang la fo nt wa s f i r s t  re l ea sed  on 21  F ebru ar y 2020  w i th  a s in g le  
ve rs ion fo r  o f f l i n e us e,  a  UN DP pr es s r e l e as e s a id  toda y.  

 
The Un i cod e ver s ion was l a unch ed by UNDP Re s ident Rep re sen t at i v e  
S te fan Li l l e r  an d  Goodw i l l  Amba ss ado r  Ja ya Ahs an a t t he ag enc y ’s  o f f i c e  
i n  Dhaka on Feb rua ry  20  l a st .  
 

“We f i r s t  l a unched th e font i n  2020  as a tr i bu t e to  th e Beng al i  l ang uage.  
S ince th e us e o f  B eng al i  on  th e in te rne t i s  on th e r i se,  we  dec id ed  to  
l aunch th e Un i code ver s ion fo r  e ve r yone.  I  hop e th i s  Un i code ve rs io n w i l l  

he lp  u ncover  n ew g ro und s in  B eng al i  w r i t i ng , ”  UNDP Re s id en t Rep re sen ta t i ve S t ef an s a id .  
 
“Now peop l e who  wr i te  on the i r  ce l l  phon es and com puter s  w i l l  h a ve m ore d i ve rs i t y wh en the y w r i t e , ”  h e added.  

 
UNDP ’s  Goodw i l l  Amba ss ado r  Ja ya Ah san,  w ho  was a l so  p re sen t du r i ng  th e l a unc h,  s a id :  “ I t ’ s  a  g re a t th i ng  fo r  tho se o f  us who  wr i t e  i n 
Bengal i .  I  am ver y h app y to  be par t  o f  th i s  UNDP in i t i a t i ve fo r  the In t e rna t iona l  Mo th er ’s  Langu age Day. ”  
 
UNDP ’s  H ead o f  Com munica t i on s Md Ab du l  Quayyum  s a id :  “W e w i l l  soon l aunch t he Bengal i  ve rs ion o f  our  UNDP Ban g lad esh webs i te  u s ing  th i s  
font.  A l l  our  o th er  p ub l i c a t i on s w i l l  u se th i s  fo nt as  wel l . ”  

 
The Un i code fon t pac kage i nc lude s se ven i ter at i ons o f  t he font,  i nc lud i ng  a bo ld ,  reg u la r ,  t h in ,  l i gh t vers io ns o f  t he font  w i th  i t a l i c s .  
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