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On the occasion of 26 March, the Independence and National 
Day, I extend my heartfelt greetings and warm felicitations to 
my fellow countrymen living at home and abroad.
 On this historic day, I remember with profound respect 
the architect of our independent Bangladesh, the greatest 
Bangalee of all time, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. On the fateful night of March 25, 1971, the 
invading forces of Pakistan suddenly attacked the unarmed 
Bangalees. In the early hours of March 26, Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman officially declared the 
Independence of Bangladesh. We achieved an independent 
and sovereign Bangladesh through a nine-month long 
Liberation War under the able leadership of Bangabandhu. I 
recall with deep respect the millions of martyrs who sacrificed 

their lives in the War of Liberation and that we achieved our Independence for their 
supreme sacrifice. I recall with deep reverence our Four National Leaders, heroic freedom-
fighters, organizers, supporters, foreign friends and people from all walks of life who 
made contributions to attain our right to self-determination and freedom movement.
 Bangabandhu always cherished a dream of building a happy and prosperous country 
along with attaining political emancipation. The present government has been rendering 
untiring efforts in materializing the dream of Bangabandhu. Today, Bangladesh is moving 
towards the highway of development at an inexorable pace. We have achieved enormous 
success in various areas of socio-economic development including poverty alleviation, 
education, health, human resources development, women empowerment, reduction of 
child and maternal mortality rates, elimination of gender discrimination and increase in 
average life expectancy. Rate of poverty has been dropped. Per capita income has tripled 
over the past decade. On the occasion of ‘Mujibbarsho’, a huge number of landless and 
homeless people are being rehabilitated, which has created a new stream in the whole 
world in the concept of poverty alleviation of the rootless and helpless people. The Padma 
Bridge, being constructed by our own resources, will be opened for traffic this year. 
Works of Metro Rail, Payra Deep Sea Port, Karnafuli Tunnel, Hazrat Shahjalal International 
Airport's Third Terminal and Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant are also progressing 
uninterruptedly. Bangladesh has already elevated from a least developed country to a 
developing country. With the continuation of the development process, Bangladesh will 
turn into a developed and prosperous country in the world by 2041, Insha Allah. 
 Despite the negative impact of the Corona pandemic on the world economy, due to the 
timely and courageous steps taken by Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the government 
has been able to maintain economic growth by countering the effects of Corona. The economy 
has turned around as a result of various socio-economic and investment projects, programs 
and initiatives taken by the government to ensure sustainable and inclusive development. The 
huge amount of remittances sent by expatriate Bangladeshis has made an important 
contribution to keep the wheel of the economy rolling during this time. An adequate number 
of vaccines has been arranged for all to deal with corona. In the coming days, the government 
as well as all should take necessary precautions to prevent corona infection.
 The government has been consistent in upholding our foreign policy “Friendship to 
all, malice towards none” as enunciated by the Father of the Nation. Our achievement in 
the international arena, including the establishment of world peace, is also commendable. 
Despite being a densely populated country, Bangladesh has set a unique example of 
humanity in the world by sheltering millions of Rohingyas who have been tortured and 
forcibly deported from Myanmar. In Bhasanchar, accommodation has been provided with 
all kinds of facilities for the Rohingyas. Bangladesh believes in a peaceful solution to this 
problem. I call upon the United Nations and the international community, including Myanmar, 
to take early and effective measures for a permanent solution to this problem.
 In order to achieve the desired goal of Independence, we must ensure people-oriented 
and sustainable development, good governance, social justice, transparency and accountability. 
Forbearance, human rights and rule of law have to be consolidated for institutionalizing 
democracy. It is our sacred duty to ensure a safe, happy, beautiful and prosperous Bangladesh 
for the new generation. By assassinating Bangabandhu on 15 August 1975, anti-liberation forces 
tried to erase his policy, ideology as well as to stop the trend of development and progress of 
the country forever. But the Bengali are a nation of heroes. Nothing could suppress the Bangalees. 
Bangabandhu has become a great conqueror at the cost of his life. Death has not dissipated 
him but has made him brighter and more glorious in the minds of Bangalees. It is our obligation 
to make the new and future generation understand that the way they are treading forward today 
is paved by our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.The path shown by 
him will be the step of development and progress in the future as well. 
 With the joint efforts of all, may our beloved motherland become a developed country 
free from hunger and poverty – this is my expectation on the great Independence Day.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu. 
Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever. 
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We pay our deepest respect and homage to the Father of the Nation of Bangladesh 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on the 51st Anniversary of the Independence of 
Bangladesh on 26 March 2022 and also his 102nd birth anniversary on 17 March 2022.

Today is the great Independence and National Day. Bangladesh entered its 51st 

year after the golden jubilee of independence. On this auspicious occasion, I 
extend my sincere greetings and congratulations to all the Bangladeshi citizens 
living in the country and abroad.
 I remember with the most profound respect the greatest Bengali of all time, 
the great architect of Bangladesh, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, under whose firm and far-sighted leadership we have got an 
independent state. I remember the four national leaders who steered the liberation 
war with their able guidance. The debt of the blood of 3 million martyrs of the 
liberation war and the self-sacrifice of 200,000 mothers and sisters will never be 
repaid. I pay my deep respects to all the fearless freedom fighters, including the 
war-wounded. I am grateful to all the friendly countries, organizations, institutions, 
individuals, particularly to the then Prime Minister of India, Shrimati Indira Gandhi, 
for their generous support during the War of Liberation.
 Although we officially made our debut as an independent nation on March 
26, 1971, the young student leader Sheikh Mujib had dreamed of establishing a 
sovereign state in this land since the creation of Pakistan in 1947 based on religion 
at the key. Pakistanis' social, economic, and political discriminatory attitudes 
became clear day by day. Sheikh Mujib remained steadfast in defending the rights 

and dignity of the Bengalis in return for any sacrifice. The two organizations of his far-reaching thoughts are the 
Chhatra League and the Awami League, where he was deeply involved from their beginning until the end of his life. 
From the language movement of '52 to the victory of the United Front election of '54, the anti-Ayub movement of 
'62, six points of '66, the mass upsurge of '69, these two organizations had an immense role in the struggles. In the 
face of public outrage, Ayub Khan was forced to repeal the ordinance on the Agartala conspiracy case. Sheikh Mujib 
became the beacon of hope and aspiration of Bengalis, Bangabandhu. On December 5, 1969, on the death anniversary 
of Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib declared, “From today, the name of this eastern country 
of Pakistan will be Bangladesh only instead of East Pakistan.”
 The Awami League, led by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib, won a single majority in the National Assembly in the 
1970 elections. However, the Pak-military junta started procrastinating without transferring power. Sheikh Mujib called 
for a non-cooperation movement and, in his historic speech on March 7, gave a clear outline of the goal of liberation 
from the long 23 years of rule and exploitation. On 23rd March, the flag emblazoned with the map of Bangladesh was 
hoisted all over the country. At midnight on March 25, Pakistani troops started killing unarmed Bengalis in the name 
of 'Operation Search Light.' Sheikh Mujib was arrested in the early hours of March 26. He made the official declaration 
of independence before being arrested. The Bengali public leader was imprisoned in Mianwali jail in Pakistan and 
subjected to inhumane torture. At the call of the Father of the Nation, the freedom-loving people of Bengal, inspired 
by the slogan 'Joy Bangla,' started fighting for the liberation of the motherland with whatever they had. On 17 April, 
the Mujibnagar government swore in Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as President, Syed Nazrul Islam as Vice 
President, Tajuddin Ahmad as Prime Minister, Captain M Mansur Ali and AHM Kamaruzzaman as Ministers. Subsequently, 
to properly conduct the liberation war, the whole country was divided into 11 sectors, and commander-in-chief was 
appointed. After a 9-month long armed struggle, independent sovereign Bangladesh was liberated on 16 December.
 The father of the Bengali nation, President Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, was released from prison in 
Pakistan returned to his beloved independent motherland on January 10, 1972, and devoted himself to rebuilding the 
war-torn country. With the help of allies, as there was an empty treasury, he rehabilitated the displaced people, restored 
and developed the infrastructure, and put the production sector and the economy on a solid foundation. He approved 
a constitution within nine months of independence. He raised the country from a least-developed country in just three 
and a half years. Bangladesh gained recognition from 116 countries and membership in 27 international organizations 
through his diplomatic efforts. But our misfortune is that the defeated anti-independence clique of 1971 continued to 
conspire against him. Incumbent President Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was martyred along with his family 
members on August 15, 1975, by the brutal bullet of the assassin. The murderous Mostaq-Zia and their successors 
illegally seized power and established a dictatorship in the country. The BNP tarnished the proud history of the Bengali 
nation by placing the perpetrators of the infernal massacre on 25th March, criminals against humanity and war criminals 
and murderers of the Father of the Nation in the National Parliament and hoisting the flag of independent Bangladesh 
in their cars.
 Bangladesh Awami League, after a long 21 years, in 1996, won the people's mandate and got the responsibility 
of running the government. We took on the mission of changing the lives of poor and marginalized people by 
introducing social security programs. We made the country self-sufficient in food production. We set up community 
clinics to provide primary health and care to the country's marginalized people. We built houses for homeless people 
by implementing shelter projects. Strengthened the local government system. We made mobile phones and computer 
technology readily available. In 1996, we signed a 30-year Ganges water-sharing agreement with India. To establish 
peace in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, we signed the historic peace agreement in 1997 and repatriated the Chakma 
refugees who had taken refuge in India to Bangladesh. On March 8, 1997, we announced the women's development 
policy. We provided approval for launching the privately- owned terrestrial and satellite television channels. By repealing 
the Indemnity Ordinance, we started the trial for killing the Father of the Nation. We established the independence 
of the judiciary, the rule of law, and human rights. We re-established the liberation war values in society and national 
life by preventing distortion of history. Our government's 1996-2001 term was a journey towards a brighter future, 
breaking the vicious circle of backwardness, underdevelopment, and poverty.
 Bangladesh Awami League has been running the government since 2008 with the people's unwavering support 
in all the national elections. We transformed Bangladesh into a developing country by implementing Vision 2021, 
created digital Bangladesh, and brought 100 percent of people under electricity coverage. We opened the door to 
the blue economy by establishing sovereignty over the vast area of the sea. In implementing the land boundary 
agreement with India, we ended the long-standing misery of the enclaves. Soon we will inaugurate the Padma Bridge 
under construction with our own funds. Besides, mega-projects like Metrorail, Matarbari Power Project, Rooppur 
Nuclear Power Station, Kamaphuli Tunnel, Sonadia Deep Sea Port, Elevated Expressway are also progressing fast. We 
launched the Bangabandhu-1 satellite in space. In response to the Corona pandemic, we formulated a budget focusing 
on the people's livelihood, and we gave an incentive of US$22.08 billion to keep the economy afloat. Most people in 
the country have been vaccinated against coronavirus. Despite the pandemic situation, we have achieved economic 
growth of 6.94 percent. In Mujib Year, we provided 1,17,329 landless and homeless people with semi-permanent houses, 
and another 54,551 homes are under construction for transfer. Our current per capita income is US$ 2,591. We formulated 
the Second Perspective Plan, Vision-2041, for the next 20 years and have starred implementing it under the 8th Five 
Year Plan. We are implementing 'Bangladesh Delta Plan-2100'. I firmly believe that Bangladesh will soon emerge as 
a developed and prosperous state on the world map if we continue the pace of development that we have created 
in the country.
 We established the rule of law in the country by enforcing the verdict of the trial for killing the Father of the 
Nation and against warcrimes and crimes against humanity. We published four volumes of the ‘Records of Proceedings, 
Agartala Conspiracy Case’ filed by Pakistani rulers against Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib, 11 volumes out of 14 of the 
‘Secrete Documents of Intelligence Branch on Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1948-1971),’ 
including The Unfinished Memories, The Prison Diaries, and New China 1952. 1 believe that by reading these books, 
the new generation will gain a broader understanding of the firm footprints of the Father of the Nation in the history 
of independence.
 We are fortunate to have simultaneously celebrated the 2020-2021 birth centenary of the Father of the Nation, 
Mujib Barsha, and the Golden Jubilee of independence through colorful programs. On this auspicious occasion of 
Independence Day and National Day, I call upon all Bangladeshis, let's not divide ourselves, let us nurture the spirit 
and ideals of the Great Liberation War and participate in building the hunger and poverty-free, self-confident and 
self-respecting 'Golden Bangladesh' of  Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's dream.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu.
May Bangladesh Live Forever.



Mohammed Abdul Hye

Today is 26 March, Our Great 
Independence and National Day.
 On this very day, I pay 
profound reverence to the great 
leader of our War of Liberation, 
t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  g r e a t 
independence, Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led 
his people from the front in 
va r ious  movements  and 
struggles. With profound love 
and respect, I recall the supreme 
sacrifices made by our war 

heroes, the three million martyrs and two hundred 
thousand mothers and sisters. Pakistani Occupation 
Forces committed one of the worst genocides 
indiscriminately on 25 March 1971 to make the Bengali 
Nation silent forever. Diabolical mass killing during the 
Liberation War is a black chapter not only in the history 
of Bangladesh but also in the history of world humanity. 
Bangabandhu, the Architect of Bangladesh, declared the 
independence of Bangladesh at the early hour of 26 March 
in 1971. Bangladesh made its place in the world map as 
an independent and sovereign state with self-esteem 
through the nine-month long Liberation War.
 Bangabandhu is the name of a legend who dreamt 
of a hunger and poverty-free, secular and prosperous 
country. Under the visionary leadership of his capable 
daughter Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the 
present government has been working relentlessly to 
transform Bangladesh into a developed country by 2041. 
Along with economic growth, Bangladesh has become a 
role model in poverty alleviation, women empowerment, 
combating climate change and curbing child mortality 
rate significantly.
 I congratulate Bangladeshi Diaspora in every corner 
of the world which has been immensely contributing to 
our economic development and in brightening the image 
of Bangladesh. I also thank all the members of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and our Missions abroad who have been 
working with sustained dedication and commitment in 
achieving the goals of our foreign policy.
 On this glorious day, being imbued with the spirit of 
our great Liberation War and with a view to building 
Bangabandhu’s dream of ‘Sonar Bangla’ – The Golden 
Bengal, let’s take a fresh vow to work from our respective 
positions and build a better Bangladesh for our future 
generations.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.
May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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We take immense pride on 
celebrating the 51st anniversary 
of Independence and National 
day of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh on 26 March 2021. 
On this auspicious occasion, we 
extend our warm greetings to 
the royal families, governments 
and the people of the Kingdom 
of Thailand and the Kingdom of 
Cambodia. We also extend our 
heartfelt greetings and warm 
felicitations to all Bangladesh 

expatriates living in these two countries. 
 I pay my profound respect to our Father of the Nation 
who declared the independence of Bangladesh on 26 
March 1971. I also pay my homage to the 3 million martyrs 
and valiant freedom fighters who laid down their lives for 
giving us our glorious independence. My salute goes to 
more than 200,000 brave women who sacrificed their 
honour in 1971 for the same cause. 
 Bangladesh under the visionary leadership of the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is making 
unprecedented strides in development. Her Vision 2041, 
Delta Plan 2100 and other short-, medium- and long-term 
plans has been guiding us. 
 2022 is a significant year for Bangladesh and 
Thailand. This year we are celebrating the golden jubilee 
of our diplomatic ties. In this context, the bilateral 
cooperation also got a special momentum. The second 
Bilateral Foreign Office Consultations between Bangladesh 
and Thailand was held in March 2022 in Bangkok. The 
cooperation in the political, economic, security, 
connectivity, technical, consular, cultural and social 
spheres got prominence in the meeting. 
 The signing of MoU between Chattagram Port 
Authority and the Port Authority of Thailand (PAT), under 
the BIMSTEC Framework, on 20 December 2021 has 
created a basis for port-to-port cooperation in the Bay 
of Bengal. The new shipping routes from Thai ports in the 
Andaman Sea up to Chattagram Port in Bangladesh will 
augment the movement of maritime cargo. 
 The cooperation in Trade and Investment is 
progressing to a higher level. The Thai investors in urban 
infrastructure development has received special tax 
waiver on its investment. Thai government has extended 
Duty Free Quota Free trade facilities on Bangladeshi 
products up to 2026. 
 I convey my sincere wishes for good health, 
happiness and a long life to His Majesty King Maha 
Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua, the King of the 
Kingdom of Thailand and His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech 
Preah Boromneath NORODOM SIHAMONI, the King of 
the Kingdom of Cambodia and for the continued peace, 
progress and prosperity of the friendly people of Thailand 
and Cambodia, respectively. 

Long live Bangladesh-Thailand friendship!
Long live Bangladesh-Cambodia friendship!

FOREIGN MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF THE  
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

STATE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
GOVERNMENT OF THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

AMBASSADOR OF BANGLADESH TO THE 
KINGDOM OF THAILAND &  
KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA 
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Dr. A K Abdul Momen, M.P. Md. Shahriar Alam, M.P.

Today is 26th March – the great 
Independence Day and National 
Day of Bangladesh. On this 
historic day,  I  extend my 
heartfelt greetings and warm 
felicitations to all Bangladeshis 
living both home and abroad.
 I  recall  with profound 
reverence the greatest Bengali 
of all time, Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, who declared the 
independence of Bangladesh on 

26th March in 1971. Under his prudent leadership, we finally 
achieved victory against the Pakistani occupation forces 
through a nine-month long liberation war. I also pay 
profound homage to the three million martyrs and two 
hundred thousand of our mothers and sisters whose 
utmost sacrifices during the liberation war ushered us this 
independent Bangladesh.
 I also pay my profound gratitude to the members of 
our Diaspora and the diplomatic front who, during and 
after our liberation war, played a vital role in gaining 
international recognition for Bangladesh. I also 
acknowledge with deep gratitude the enormous 
contribution of our foreign friends in the emergence of 
independent Bangladesh.
 Bangabandhu was an undisputed leader for the 
emancipation of Bengalis. He taught us to break the 
shackles and yearn for freedom. He led us in achieving 
independence through unyielding hardship and freedom 
struggle. Bangabandhu dreamt of a happy, prosperous 
and equitable ‘Sonar Bangla’ – the Golden Bangladesh. 
His able daughter, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been 
working relentlessly, in realising Bangabandhu’s dream, 
to transform Bangladesh into a developed country by the 
year 2041. Now Bangladesh, as a Role Model of 
Development, is on a pathway to prosperity with 6.94% 
GDP growth rate and US$ 2,591 per capita income. I 
congratulate all Bangladeshi Diaspora in every comer of 
the world who are contributing to the development of 
Bangladesh. I also thank all the members of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and our missions abroad who have been 
working relentlessly to uphold Bangladesh’s interest 
across the world.
 On this auspicious day, let’s pledge to work together 
to transform Bangladesh into a prosperous country that 
Bangabandhu had dreamt of.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu.  
May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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Thailand recognized 
Bangladesh on 16 
February 1972. The 

two countries established 
diplomatic relations on 5 
October 1972. To celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of 
Thailand – Bangladesh 
Diplomatic Relations the 
Royal Thai Embassy and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 
took an initiative to design a special logo 
to be used in different correspondences 
and designs for the year 2022. 
 The logo is jointly designed by the 
Royal Thai Embassy in Dhaka and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh.
 The main components of the logo of 
the 50th anniversary of Thailand —
Bangladesh diplomatic relations are the 
number 50 and the national flags of both 

OFFICIAL LOGO OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF THAILAND-BANGLADESH DIPLOMATIC 

RELATIONS
countries. The distinctive 
feature is in number 5 which 
is a combination of this 
number in Thai and Bengali 
script. 0 (zero) is identical 
in both the scripts. 
 Number 50 has a gold 
borderline, signifying the 
golden jubilee of relations.  
 The flags of Thailand 
a n d  B a n g l a d e s h  a re 

displayed in number 5 and 0 respectively.
 The top curve of number 5 is stylized 
in the form of a lotus bud, which is 
abundant and has cultural significance 
in Thailand and Bangladesh. At the 
bottom of the logo is a caption “50th 
Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations 
Thailand – Bangladesh.”
 It was officially launched at the 2nd 
Bilateral Consultations between the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of both 
countries on 1 March 2022 in Bangkok. 

LAUNCHING CEREMONY OF  
THE OFFICIAL LOGO OF 

 THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
THAILAND-BANGLADESH  
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

THREE DECADES AFTER:
REFLECTIONS FROM THE VISIT OF HIS MAJESTY 

THE KING OF THAILAND TO BANGLADESH
Ambassador Makawadee Sumitmor, 

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Thailand to Dhaka

Courtesy: Royal Thai Embassy, Dhaka

Foreign Secretary (Senior 
Secretary) of Bangladesh 
Ambassador Masud Bin Momen 

and his Thai counterpart Permanent 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs of 
Tha i land Ambassador  Than i 
Thongphakdi jointly launched the 
official logo of the 50th Anniversary 
of Thailand-Bangladesh Diplomatic 
Relations. 
 On 1 March 2022, both leaders 
of the delegations from the two 
countries met at the second round 
of Foreign Office Consultations 
between Bangladesh and Thailand 
held at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Royal Kingdom of 

Thailand in Bangkok. After the 
official talks, the two foreign 
secretaries unveiled the official logo 
for celebrating the 50 Years of 
B i l a te ra l  Re lat ions  between 
Bangladesh and Thailand.

Three decades ago, His Majesty King 
M a h a  Va j i r a l o n g k o r n  P h r a 
Va j i ra k l a o c h a oy u h u a  v i s i t e d 

Bangladesh in 1992 while he was still the 
Crown Prince of Thailand. It was the first 
visit of a Thai royal since Their Majesties King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great and Queen 
Sirikit The Queen Mother came to Dhaka and 
Chattogram in 1962. The Crown Prince 
acceded to the throne in 2016 and the royal 
visit remains a testimony to the cordial 
bonds between both nations.
 After establishing diplomatic relations 
in 1972, Thailand had the honour to welcome 
two Bangladeshi Presidents in 1979 and 1988 
while General Prem Tinsulanonda was the 
first Thai Prime Minister to visit Bangladesh 
in 1983.
 The visit of the then Crown Prince was 
initially scheduled in 1991 but a mutually 
convenient time could not be finalised so it was 
postponed to the following year. 
 The Bangladeshi government recommended that 
the trip take place in the period from October to 
December when the country enjoys the best of its 
cooler months. Finally, the date was agreed on 16-21 
January 1992.
 Sites to visit in the programme were divided into 
two groups. The first one encapsulated the rich history 
and culture of Bangladesh while the second group 
reflected the personal interest of the royal guest.
 As Thailand is a de facto Buddhist nation with a 
majority of its population practicing Buddhism, the 
host arranged for the King to visit many Buddhist 
sites in Bangladesh. 
 This includes Paharpur Monastery, the largest 
ancient Buddhist monastery in the country and a 
UNESCO world heritage, as well as Mahasthangarh 
archaeological site. He also paid a visit to Dharmarajika 
Bauddha Vihara Monastery, the first Buddhist vihara 
in Dhaka. 
 In 2010, eighteen years later, the King granted 
royal patronage in presenting a 38-foot standing 
Buddha image to the monastery, with support from 

Songmetta Vanaram Temple in Thailand. The image 
stands gracefully by the pond of the temple, giving 
blessings to all visitors and became a landmark of the 
sanctuary. 
 Indeed, Buddhism is one of the cultural dimensions 
that link Bangladesh and Thailand closer. Bangladesh is 
one of the few countries where the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Thailand presents royally bestowed Kathin 
robes to monks at a Buddhist temple after the annual 
lent. This practice was initiated by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, 
former Foreign Minister of Thailand and Secretary-
General of ASEAN, in order to strengthen cultural 
connection with Buddhist communities abroad. It should 
be emphasised that Dr. Surin is a devout Muslim who 
had a vision to drive Thai foreign policy in all frontiers. 
 In addition to religious places, the King visited sites 
of historical value and natural beauty, namely the 
National Martyrs’ Memorial at Savar where he planted 
a tree as well as the famous Sundarbans. The itinerary 
indicated that on 19 January 1992, he travelled on a 
vessel named Shandhani to visit the largest mangrove 
in the world and had lunch on board.
 The latter group of places in the programme are 
military-related institutions since the King is a trained 
pilot with military background. He attended the Royal 

Military College in Duntroon, Australia and then the 
Command and General Staff College of Thailand. 
 During his visit to Bangladesh, the King had the 
opportunity to meet the Chief-of-Staff of the army, 
navy and air force as well as to see their respective 
facilities. On 19 January 1992, he received a briefing 
on the air force of Bangladesh at Matiur Rahman Air 
Base in Jessore and visited the pilot training centre. 
In Chattogram, the programme included the Flotilla 
Base Area where the royal guest went aboard the 
BNS Ali Haider.
 Exchange of visits can make friends become 
close friends and enable nations to develop a deeper 
sense of understanding. Once both sides feel at ease 
with one another, the potential for new areas of 
collaboration will follow. Milestones in the relations 
between Thailand and Bangladesh have been 
adorned with various levels of visits that helped 
reinforce the dynamics of interactions and paved the 
way for multi-dimensional cooperation. 
 Three decades after His Majesty the King of 
Thailand visited Bangladesh as the Crown Prince, 
history speaks clearly for itself on how the existing 
friendship flourished from these auspicious 
beginnings. And the best way to commemorate such 
success is to carry on the mutual respect, amity and 
sincerity onwards to the next generation.
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BANGLADESH-THAILAND  
DIPLOMATIC TIES @50

Ambassador Mohammed Abdul Hye,  
Ambassador of Bangladesh to Bangkok

HIGH-LEVEL ENGAGEMENTS
Just before the pandemic, Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina and her 
Thai counterpart Prime Minister Mr. Prayut Chan-o-cha 
had a bilateral meeting at the UN Headquarters on 
the sidelines of UNGA 74 on 24 September 2019.

 Since assuming office in 2009, the priority of the 
present Government of Bangladesh has been to 
deepen and strengthen relations with neighbouring 
countries. Thailand indeed occupies an important 
place in Bangladesh’s foreign policy priorities. The 
renewed momentum in the bilateral relations 
between Bangladesh and Thailand is manifested by 
head of government level visits, a good number of 
ministerial level visits, official interactions and 
increased people-to-people contact.
 At the invitation of the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, the former Prime Minister of the 
Kingdom of Thailand, Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra paid 
an Official Visit to Bangladesh from 21-22 December 
2012. This visit had a special significance as it 
coincided with the 40th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between 
Bangladesh and Thailand. The visit of the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to Chiang Mai, Thailand 
from 19 to 21 May 2013 to attend the 2nd Asia-Pacific 
Water Summit, at the invitation of former Thai Prime 
Minister Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra, and her bilateral 
meeting with her Thai counterpart on the sidelines 
of the Summit added a renewed momentum to the 
existing friendly relations between the two countries. 

FOREIGN MINISTER’S VISITS
Hon’ble Minister of Foreign Affairs H.E. Don 
Pramudwinai visited Dhaka from 5-7 July 2017 to lead 
the Thai delegation to the 7th Session of the Joint 
Commission (JC) on Cooperation. The 7th JC was 
termed as a significant event in the history of the 
bilateral relations as it was held after a 17 years 
interval. Two Foreign Ministers reviewed the whole 
gamut of bilateral relations and noted progress 
particularly in areas of trade and investment, 
agriculture, tourism, culture, defence, mutual 
accreditation, education and human resource 
development. Former Hon’ble Foreign Minister H.E. 
Mr. A.H. Mahmood Ali, M.P. visited Thailand from 14-
16 March 2018 on the occasion of the inauguration of 
the Bangabandhu Chair at the Asian Institute of 
Technology (AIT). Two Foreign Ministers jointly 
inaugurated the Bangabandhu Chair in an event held 
on 15 March at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Bangkok. The Thai Foreign Minister H.E. Mr. Don 
Pramudwinai, in the capacity of the Chair of ASEAN, 
paid a visit to Bangladesh on 3-4 April 2019 and met 
with the Hon’ble Foreign Minister, and officials of 
UNHCR and, IOM and WFP on Rohingya issue. The 

Thai Minister attached to the Thai Prime Minister's office, 
H.E. Dr. Kobsak Pootrakool led a high-powered 
32-member business and investment delegation, 
including high officials from the Royal Thai Government 
to Dhaka on 2-4 May 2018. The Hon’ble Foreign Minister 
of Bangladesh H.E. Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen, M.P. visited 
Bangkok, Thailand, on 1-3 August 2019 to attend the 
26th ASEAN Regional Forum Meeting. 

BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS MECHANISM
Pursuant to the MOU on Establishment of Bilateral 
Consultations between Bangladesh and Thailand signed 
on 22 December 2012, the first Bilateral Consultations 
between Bangladesh and Thailand was held on 25 June 
2015 in Dhaka. Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh and 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Thailand led their respective delegations at the 
consultations. On the 1 March 2022, the Second Foreign 
Office Consultations took place in Bangkok. Foreign 
Secretary of Bangladesh Ambassador Masud Bin 
Momen and his Thai counterpart Permanent Secretary 
Mr. Thani Thongphakdi led their respective delegation. 
They reviewed the overall state of bilateral relations, 
including development of cooperation in the political, 
economic, security, connectivity, technical, consular, 
cultural and social spheres. Cooperation on matters of 
mutual interest in regional and international fora also 
featured during the discussion. After the official talks, 
the two Foreign Secretaries unveiled the logo for 
celebrating the 50 years of bilateral relations between 
Bangladesh and Thailand. 

RECENT DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENTS 
The warm and sustained diplomatic engagements 
between Bangladesh and Thailand were further 
consolidated in 2021 and 2022 taking the challenge of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. H.E. Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen, M.P. 
had a bilateral meeting with the Thai Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai 
on 25 September 2021 in New York on the sidelines of 
the 76th UNGA. On 31 January 2022, Hon’ble Foreign 
Minister H.E. Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen, M.P. congratulated 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Thailand H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai on the 
occasion of 50th Anniversary of Bangladesh-Thailand 
diplomatic relations. During the phone call, both the 
Ministers agreed to jointly celebrate the Golden Jubilee 
of diplomatic ties in a befitting manner.

 Bangladesh Foreign Secretary paid a courtesy call 
to H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of Thailand, at the Thai Foreign 
Ministry in Bangkok during his visit for the bilateral 
consultations. Both the dignitaries exchanged 
felicitations and greetings on the occasion of the 
Golden Jubilee of bilateral relations between Bangladesh 
and Thailand. The two sides expressed interest to 
further strengthen the existing friendly relations. 

Bangladesh and Thailand signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) on 20 December 2021 to 
facilitate trade by enhancing maritime connectivity 
between the two countries. Port Authority of Thailand 
(Ranong Port) and Chittagong Port Authority of 
Bangladesh inked the MoU on the virtual platform. 
Md. Zafar Alam, member (Admin and Planning) of 
the Chittagong Port authority, and Lt. JG. Dr. 
Chamnan Chairith, from the Port Authority of 
Thailand, signed the MoU on behalf of their respective 
sides. The MoU is part of the greater vision of 
Bangladesh to enhance connectivity with its 
neighbours including those in the Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) region. The MOU on 
purchase of rice from Thailand was renewed on virtual 
platform in the first half of 2021.

In 2022, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations, a set of events 
will be organised at both our capitals during the whole 
year of 2022. Both the capitals are planning to initiate 
a number of events, including exchange of messages 
by our leaders, visit of the dignitaries, exchange of 
cultural team, track II seminars, special publications, 
unveiling commemorative stamps and so on.

Thailand was one of the first South East Asian 
Countries who recognised Bangladesh soon 
after the victory in the liberation war. Thailand 

recognised Bangladesh on 16 February 1972. Since 
then both the countries are continuing a strong 
diplomatic tie based on mutual respect and interest. 
A number of royal visits during the 50 years and 
signing of a number of bilateral instruments bear the 
testimony of strong relations.

ROYAL VISITS
Over the last 50 years, we are jointly marching 
forward under a strong footing of mutual benefit. The 
Royal visit of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
The Great with Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen 
Mother to Dhaka before our independence in 1962, 
along with the Crown Prince and subsequent visits 
of current His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra 
Vajiraklaochaoyuhua as a Crown Prince in 1992 and 
three visits by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn have added a new momentum to 
bilateral cooperation between our two countries.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina with  
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua 
visited Bangladesh as Crown Prince in 1994.
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BANGLADESH AT UNESCAP

Agenda for Sustainable Development. It 
is now following a development approach 
that is more inclusive, resilient, and 
environmentally friendly which our 
Hon’ble Prime Minister declared in her 
address in the 77th Commission Session 
of UNESCAP and urged international 
cooperation to help each other to ensure this.
 The Government of Bangladesh, as 
a graduating nation, in cooperation with 
UNESCAP, UNOHRLLS, WTO and OECD 
Development Centre, arranged a strategic 
dialogue on the side-lines of the 77th 
Session of UNESCAP titled as “Sustainable 
Graduation in the Challenging Time: 
Perspectives from Bangladesh and the 
Region”. The event drawn a large 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n s  a n d  t h o u g h t f u l 
deliberations of high-level representatives 
and officials from different countries, 
development partners, senior officials 
from the UN system, major institutional 
stakeholders, and other international 
organisations, private sector and civil 
society organisations. In the lead up to 
the LDC-V, the event has triggered the 
discussion on next course of actions in 
post IPoA era (Istanbul Programme of 
Action) to help the graduating nations in 
the context of Covid-19. 
 The second side events titled as 
“Moving Past Coal in the Asia-Pacific 
Region” jointly sponsored by the Govt. 
of Bangladesh and UNESCAP, was held 
as part of ESCAP’s 77th Commission 

Bangladesh has been actively 
participating and contributing to 
the works of UNESCAP and will 

continue to further strengthen its ESCAP 
related activities.
 Bangladesh has brought four 
resolutions in different socio-economic 
issues of common interest of Asia-Pacific 
Countries and also has organised five side 
events. Bangladesh is also active in every 
committee and expert group meeting of 
UNESCAP.
 Bangladesh’s decadal performance 
has been acknowledged in the latest 
Sustainable Development Report, 2021 
published by UN-sponsored Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network (SDSN). 
Due to the transformative leadership of 
the Hon’ble Prime Minister H. E. Sheikh 
Hasina, she was honoured with SDG 
Progress Award by the SDSN during the 
76th UNGA in September, 2021. 
 The 77th Session of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) held 
on  26-29  May  2021 ,  ca l l ed  for 
s t re n g t h e n i n g  m u l t i l a te ra l i s m , 
international development coordination, 
and collaboration with subregional 
organisations to build back better from 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 In that session Hon’ble Prime Minister 
H.E. Sheikh Hasina made a 4-point 
recommendation to the ESCAP as a way 
forward to address the Covid-19 pandemic 
and to build back a better Asia Pacific. 
Hon’ble Prime Minister termed regional 
cooperation as the most viable option for 
shared prosperity and reiterated 
Bangladesh’s strong commitment 
towards the global and regional 
development initiatives. Hon’ble Finance 
Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal also spoke 
as a panellist on Special Body on Least 
Developed, Landlocked Developing and 
Pacific Island Developing Countries. He 
informed that a far-sighted balance 
between lives and livelihood had not only 
saved lives from pandemic but also 
returned jobs to millions in Bangladesh 
made it one of the most resilient 
economies of the world.
 Bangladesh endorsed the Policy 
statement of the UNESCAP in the 77th 
Commission Session where it has 
declared a four-pronged strategy to 
ensure a recovery in line with the 2030 

Session, provided a multi-stakeholder 
forum for discussion and deliberation that 
al lowed members to explore the 
constraints and opportunities for the 
region’s transition to a future which is less 
dependent on coal. Insights from key 
regional experts provided a backdrop for 
stakeholders to discuss the issues around 
coal-fired power generation and 
alternative development pathways. The 
discussion was encompassed issues of 
technology, environment, economics, 
climate mitigation and labour markets 
simultaneously.
 Bangladesh supports ESCAP works 
on regional connectivity of developing 
an intermodal regional transport network, 
regional energy network, interregional 
trade through the Asia-Pacific Trade 
Agreement (APTA) and the Framework 
Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-
border Paperless Trade in Asia and the 
Pacific, The Infrastructure Financing and 
Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) 
Network of Asia and the Pacific, Global 
compact for migration and other 
initiatives of regional cooperation. 
Bangladesh has been identified as a 
“champion” country for GCM (Global 
Compact for Migration) implementation. 
 B a n g l a d e s h  s e e s  r e g i o n a l 
cooperation as the most viable option for 
shared prosperity and is deeply engaged 
in SAARC, BIMSTEC, BBIN, BCIM-EC, and 
Trilateral Highway initiatives. Bangladesh 

is an ardent supporter of increased 
connectivity and ESCAP’s initiative of the 
Asian Highway and Trans-Asian Railway. 
 Bangladesh also resonates ESCAP’s 
mission on energy in ensuring access to 
affordable, reliable, sustainable, and 
modern energy for all in Asia and the 
Pacific in line with SDG7 targets, and 
enhanc ing energy  secur i ty  and 
connectivity. 
 A 20-member high level Bangladesh 
delegation joined in the Second Ministerial 
Conference on Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics in Asia and the Pacific under 
the leadership of Hon’ble Minister of the 
Ministry of local Government, Rural 
Development & Cooperatives H. E. Mr. Md. 
Tazul Islam, M.P. Cabinet Secretary of 
Bangladesh H.E. Mr. Khandker Anwarul 
Islam also participated in the ministerial 
roundtable as a panellist. Mr. Syed 
Rashedul Hossen, economic minister and 
alternate PR of Bangladesh was elected 
as vice-chair and chaired a session in the 
conference.
 During the four days of high-level 
discussions, member states identified 
potential solutions to the challenges 
faced by CRVS systems in the region, 
with consideration for the instrumental 
role they play in achieving the 2030 
Sustainable Development Agenda. The 
conference concluded with the successful 
adoption of the Ministerial Declaration, 
‘Building a more resilient future with 
inclusive civil registration and vital 
statistics’, which outlines the key areas 
of action to ensure that by 2024, all 
people in Asia and the Pacific will benefit 
from universal and responsive CRVS 
systems. 
 At present, Bangladesh is an elected 
member of the Governing Council of all 
five Regional Institutions of ESCAP 
namely, Asian and Pacific Training Centre 
for Information and Communication 
Technology for Development (APCICT), 
Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of 
Technology (APCTT), Asian and Pacific 
Centre for the Development of Disaster 
Information Management (APDIM), Centre 
for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization 
(CSAM), Statistical Institute for Asia and 
the Pacific (SIAP). This is also glaring 
evidence that how the Asia-Pacific 
leadership values Bangladesh’s leadership 
in this largest UN organisation. 

Human Resources is one of the major national 
resources of Bangladesh. About 35 million people 
constitute a vast reservoir of human resources. 

Fortunately, Bangladesh is steadily turning her human 
resources into an asset through training and skill 
development with a view to meeting the needs of a 
modern economy. 
 There are a number of foreign countries that are 
in need of importing manpower from other countries. 
Bangladesh is considered as a good source of human 
resources. 
 Major destination countries for Bangladesh in the east 
include Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Japan and South Korea.

BANGLADESH:  
A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF  

HUMAN RESOURCES
 Bangladesh’s workers are skilled in engineering, 
information technology, construction, design and 
architectures, marketing and digital marketing, culinary, 
healthcare, manufacturing, carpentry, automotive industry 
and driving, masonry, shipbuilding, hotel management, 
agriculture, food processing, knitwear and garments and 
many more.
 Bangladesh is ready to export skilled human 
resources for meeting the demand of emerging economies 
where the shortage of human resources exist. 
 The Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare Overseas 
Employment in coordination with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and other relevant agencies plays the role of policy 

coordination on the training and export of human 
resources. The Ministry may be reached at www.
probashi.gov.bd. For further information write to 
secretary@probashi.gov.bd.
 Bangladesh Overseas Employment and Services 
Limited (BOESL) is the only state-owned manpower 
sending company established coordinating the 
recruitment for overseas employment of Bangladeshi 
human resources to different parts of the world. BOESL 
is ready to provide professional, skilled and semi-skilled 
workers. BOESL may be reached at www.boesl.gov.bd. 
For further information write to info@boesl.gov.bd, 
md@boesl.gov.bd.

Connectivity brings countries together. It also facilitates intra-regional trade and 
bestows an opportunity upon the ‘land locked’ regions to eventually become ‘land 
linked’. Connectivity has been recognised as a priority area in Bay of Bengal 
Initiatives for Multisectoral Social Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). 
 Bangladesh is eager to join the tri-lateral highway initiative involving Thailand, 
India and Myanmar by the following route and reach up to the Eastern Economic 
Corridor. It is worth noting that this is part of the road corridor under BIMSTEC 
Master Plan, which is set to be endorsed in the next BIMSTEC Summit to be held 
in Colombo end of March 2022.

[Sylhet-Sheola (Bangladesh)] – [Sutarkandi-Silchar- Imphal-Moreh (India)] – [Tamu-Kale-
Mandalay-Myawaddy (Myanmar)] – [Mae Sot-Bangkok-Laem Chabang (Thailand)]

Proposed Route of Thailand-Bangladesh connectivity
Bangladesh is at the core 
between SAARC and ASEAN 
countries, between SAARC  
and BIMSTEC countries. From 
a strategic point of view, it 
would be a win-win situation for 
Bangladesh, and the countries 
of the trilateral highway for 
better trade and people-to-
people contact reaping the 
fruits of better connectivity. 

BANGLADESH: A POTENTIAL HUB FOR CONNECTIVITY
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BANGLADESH:  
A LAND OF ANCIENT BUDDHIST HISTORY

Buddhism entered in ancient Bengal more than 
2,000 years ago and it continued as the 
predominant religious faith in the region until 

about the 11th century AD. Ruling dynasties patronised 
Buddhism successively for nearly seven hundred years 
in the ancient Bengal and the adjoining kingdoms in the 
eastern India. The Pala Empire had spread Buddhist 
ideologies and built many monasteries in modern day 
Bangladesh. The subsequent Chandra and Kharaga 
Dynasties were also ruled by Buddhist Kings and further 
helped to establish the foundation of Buddhism in 
Bengal. As a result, Buddhism made a deep influence 
on Bengali life, culture and civilisation. 
 A number of important Buddhist archaeological 
sites have already been uncovered in different parts of 
Bangladesh. Bangladesh is believed to be a rich 
repository of South Asian Buddhist heritage. The 
following are the most notable among the Buddhist 
archaeological sites so far been uncovered in Bangladesh:

Chakrashala Monastery
This is a legendary place in Bangladesh where Lord 
Buddha himself visited. The name of the place is 
Chakrashala. It is under Patia police station in 
Chattagram. This Buddhist monastery is a very ancient 
Buddhist place in Bangladesh. Lord Buddha with his 
disciple had come to this place during his visit to Burma. 
Then Lord Buddha stayed in this place. The emperor 
Asoka established 84,000 stupas worldwide. One of 
these stupas (Rangkut Stupa) is here. This stupa has a 
part of relic of the Lord Buddha’s chest. 

Paharpur Buddhist Monastery (Sompura Mahavihara)

The most prominent Buddhist monument in Bangladesh 
is the colossal monastery at Paharpur known as Sompur 
Mahavihara in the northern district of Naogaon. This is 
the second largest single monastery in the south of the 
Himalayas. The Monastery was built by the second king 
of Pala dynasty Dharmapala in the 8th century AD. 
According to Tibetan sources, Sompur Mahavihara in 
Paharpur was one of the five greatest Buddhist 
monasteries in ancient time. The world famous Buddhist 
scholar Atish Dipanka Srijnan (11th century) stayed at 
the Mahavihara for many years. Sompur Mahavihara has 
been designated as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO 
in 1985.

Mainamati Shalban Vihara
It is called the Seat of the 
Lost Dynasties, which lies in 
a range of low hills in Comilla 
district beside the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway. The 
whole range of hillocks runs 
for about 18km and is studded 
with more than 50 sites hosting the Buddhist civilisation 
of 7th-12th century AD. At Mainamati, the principle 
monument is the Shalban Vihara. The Shalban Vihara is 
in the middle of the Mainamati range and consists of 115 
small rooms surrounded by 4 walls where Buddhist 
monks used to study and observe religious practices. 
Shalban Vihara was built by the King of Buddhist Deva 
Family Bhabadev in the 8th century and the same 
survived for 400 years.
 Another important Buddhist temple, named Tri-
Ratna Stupa, is found about 5km away from Shalban 
Vihara. This stupa is the symbol of Tri-gem of Buddhism: 
Buddha, Dhamma & Sangha. Ruins of numerous other 
Buddhist viharas and temples have been found in the 
vicinity of Shalban Vihara. Numerous artefacts such as 

located about 15km south-
west of the World Heritage 
Site of Sompura Vihara at a 
small village of Dwipganj in 
the northern district of 
Naogaon. The excavations 
revealed the remains of a 
temple complex consisting of 
a solid square structure with 5.8m sides which probably 
was the base of a stupa; two unequal oblong rooms; a 
staircase, and part of the enclosure wall of the complex. 
There are many scattered ancient monuments all over 
the village which suggest that the site are the remains 
of a flourishing ancient Buddhist settlement. So far, a 
number of utensils, stone objects, metal images, terra-
cotta plaques and ornamental bricks have been found. 
Artefacts found at this site are very much similar and 
coeval to those found at Sompura Vihara. 

Wari-Bateshwar region
Recently, the remnants of an 
ancient urban settlement 
dating back to 450 BC have 
been discovered at Wari-
B a t e s h w a r  r e g i o n  o f 
Narsingdi district near the 
old course of Brahmaputra 
River. Nearly 50 archaeological sites have been 
identified in this area. Discovery of this site, at about 
70km North-East of capital Dhaka, challenges the earlier 
notions of early urban civilisation in Bengal. Before the 
discovery of this site, the widely held view was that 
urbanisation occurred later than the Wari-Bateshwar 
ruins indicate. One Buddhist temple was found at about 
4km away from Wari-Bateshwar. In another nearby 
village named Jankhartek, a relatively bigger Buddhist 
temple was found. Such findings suggest that the 
residents of Wari-Bateshwar were Buddhists.

Buddha Dhatu Jadi Temple  
(Golden temple) Bandarbans
Buddha Dhatu Jadi, also known as the Bandarban 
Golden Temple, is located close to Balaghata town, in 
Bandarban City, in Bangladesh. Dhatu means material 
remains of a holy person and in this temple the relics 
belong to Buddha. It is the largest Theravada Buddhist 
Temple with the 2nd largest Buddha statue in 
Bangladesh. The Bandarban Golden Temple belongs to 
the Theravada Buddhism order. It was built in 2000 in 
Arakanese architecture, an adoption of South East Asia 
style.

To conclude, Bangladesh may be a potential tourist hub 
for the south-Asian, south-east Asian and east-Asian 
Buddhists and heritage lovers from all over the world. 
For Thai or Cambodian tourists and pilgrims, Bangladesh 
may be a worthy destination as they can find some 
anticipated linkages.

copper plates, gold and silver coins, jewellery, pottery, 
utensils, stupas, and more than 150 bronze statues as 
well as a large number of stone sculptures and terra-
cotta plaques have been found in this site. 

Mahasthangarh
Mahasthangarh, situated 
about 13km north of Bogra 
town, is an ancient fortified 
city acclaimed to be one of 
the  o ldest  urban-sty le 
settlements in entire Bengal. 
The oldest layer dates back 
to 3rd century BC. The ancient Pundranagar, the capital 
of Emperor Chandragupta, the founder of Moyura 
dynasty, was located here. The city continued flourishing 
during a few successive Hindu and Buddhist dynasties. 
Beyond the citadel, other ancient ruins found within a 
radius of about 8km which testify the existence of 
extensive suburbs. The Buddhists were here until at least 
the 11th century. Their most glorious period was the 8th 
to the 11th centuries, when the Buddhist Pala emperors 
ruled the area. Most of the uncovered remains of the 
site include brickwork belong to this Buddhist era. The 
rich archaeological museum of Mahasthangarh has got 
rare collection of antiquities, gold ornaments, coins, and 
terracotta objects with many other relics recovered from 
the site.

Panditer Vita (Home of 
Atish Dipankar Srijnan), 
Vajrayogini, Rampal, 
Munshiganj
Atish Dipankar Srijanana was 
the greatest among the 
Buddhist receptors. This 
Buddhist monastery is in 
Va j rayo g i n i  v i l l a g e  i n 
Munshiganj district near the capital city of Dhaka. The 
great Bengali scholar Panditer Atish Dipankar Srijanana 
(980-1054) was born in this village. After four years’ 
effort, a Buddhist monastery was completely unearthed 
by March 2013 at this site in Dhaka district. More than 
100 statues and sculptures have been found in the 
monastery site. According to researchers, the site is 
related to Atish Dipankar Srijnan, a renowned Buddhist 
scholar who was born in Bikrampur. According to some 
archaeologists and experts, the vihara in Vajrayogini 
village of Bikrampur, is one of the 30 monasteries built 
by King Dharmapala (820 AD), the second king of Pala 
dynasty.

Rajbana Vihara, Rangamati
The Rajbana Vihara is a large 
monastery in Bangladesh. It 
is located in Rangamati, 
Chottogram Hill tracts. The 
vihara is famous in Bangladesh 
as well as in other countries, 
because of the late holy 
monk, who is well known as Banabhante.
 In 1974, the Chakma Royal family under the 
guidance of Rajmata Arati Roy and her son Barrister 
Devasish Roy (now, Circle Chief & Chakma King), invited 
Ven. Banabhante to come up to Rangamati for the 
greater universal welfare. Then Ven. Banabhante shifted 
to Rangamati in 1977 and stayed there permanently. 
 At a quiet nook, under the green grove, stands the 
Rajbana Vihara Complex on 33 acres of contoured land, 
embraced in all the three sides, by the Kaptai Lake. 

Bhasu Vihara
This site, locally known as Narapatir Dhap, is situated at 
about 6km north-west of Mahasthangarh. Initial 
excavations unearthed two large Buddhist monasteries 
and a medium-sized Buddhist shrine. The mandapa or 
assembly hall occupies the centre of the shrine. At this 
site, around 800 artefacts (ornamental bricks, semi-
precious stones, terracotta beads, iron nails, oil lamps, 
etc.), a number of bronze statues and terra-cotta 
plaques have been found.

Halud Vihara
The Halud Vihara, an early Medieval Buddhist site, is 
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EMBASSY HIGHLIGHTS

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN FOREIGN 
MINISTERS OF BANGLADESH AND THAILAND

On 31 January 2022, Foreign Minister Dr. 
A.K. Abdul Momen, M.P. congratulated 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Thailand Mr. Don 
Pramudwinai on the occasion of 50th 
Anniversary of Bangladesh-Thailand 
diplomatic relations. The two Foreign 
Ministers exchanged New Year greetings. 
During the phone call, both the Ministers 
agreed to jointly celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of diplomatic ties in a befitting 
manner.
 Both Foreign Ministers expressed 
satisfaction at the existing bilateral 
relations. They agreed on further 
intensifying the trade and investment 
relations between the two countries for 
raising the relationship to a newer height. 
 Bangladesh Foreign Minister 
appreciated remarkable support by the 
Thai Government during the Covid-19 
pandemic, particularly for facilitating 17 
repatriation flights carrying both Thai and 
Bangladeshi nationals. Dr. Momen praised 
Thailand’s initiatives for development and 

production of Covid-19 vaccines and 
discussed with his Thai counterpart of 
the Covid-19 situation in Bangladesh and 
the various measures adopted by the 
government of Bangladesh in this regard. 
 Both the Foreign Ministers stressed 
the importance of exchanging more high 
level visits, particularly during this 
important year of celebration of the 
Golden Jubilee of the diplomatic relations, 
for infusing further dynamism and vitality 
to the existing friendly relations between 
the two countries.

Bangladesh Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia H.E. Mr. Mohammed 
Abdul Hye has presented his credentials to His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech 
Preah Boromneath NORODOM SIHAMONI, King of Cambodia on 14 January 
2022 as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic 
of Bangladesh to the Kingdom of Cambodia with residence in Bangkok. 

FOREIGN MINSTER’S TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION WITH 

CAMBODIA FOREIGN MINISTER
On 18 January 2022, Foreign Minister Dr. A.K. Abdul 
Momen, M.P. spoke to Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation Mr. Prak Sokhonn. Foreign Minister Dr. 
Momen congratulated his Cambodian counterpart on 
Cambodia’s assumption of ASEAN Chairmanship and 
on the latter’s appointment as the Special Envoy of the 
ASEAN Chair to Myanmar. 
 Referring to the longstanding and excellent bilateral 
relations between the two countries, Dr. Momen 
mentioned that Bangladesh highly valued its relations 
with Cambodia as an important partner in the 
neighbourhood. Lauding the ‘big heart’ demonstrated 
by Bangladesh in sheltering 1.1 million displaced 
Myanmarese people, Mr. Prak Sokhonn expressed his 
full understanding of and sympathy for the difficulties 
being faced by Bangladesh in this regard and assured 
of his best efforts in bringing about a sustainable 
solution to the problem. 

Bangladesh Embassy in Bangkok facilitated repatriation 
of Bangladeshi and Thai nationals from Thailand to 
Bangladesh by special Biman Bangladesh Airlines and 
Thai Airways flights. The flights were arranged in line 
with the Bangladesh Government’s commitment to 
extend all possible assistance and support for 
repatriation of stranded Bangladeshis abroad. 
 The Government of Bangladesh thanked the 
Thai Government for extending their cooperation in 
repatriation of the stranded Bangladeshi nationals. 
Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic last 
year, the Embassy of Bangladesh, Bangkok has 
facilitated 19 special flights from Bangkok to Dhaka 
in coordination with the authorities concerned in 

EMBASSY FACILITATES SPECIAL 
REPATRIATION FLIGHT FROM  

BANGKOK TO DHAKA

Bangladesh and Thailand. Officials of the Embassy 
saw the passengers off at the Suvarnabhumi Airport 
and extended necessary consular and other 
assistance for their departure formalities.

COOPERATION IN 
EDUCATION 

Embassy of Bangladesh in Bangkok organised a blood donation camp at the 
National Blood Centre, Thai Red Cross Society in Bangkok, on the occasion 
of Birth Anniversary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman on 17 March 2022. The blood donation camp was well attended by 
Bangladeshi Buddhist monks in Thailand. 

BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR TO CAMBODIA 
PRESENTS HIS LETTER OF CREDENCE

On 20 April 2021, Bangladesh Ambassador to the Kingdom of Thailand 
H.E. Mohammed Abdul Hye was granted a royal audience to present 
his letter of credence to His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra 

Vajiraklaochaoyuhua of Thailand at the Ambara Villa, Dusit palace in Bangkok. 
While receiving the credentials the King welcomed the Bangladesh 
Ambassador to the Kingdom. He recalled his fond memories of visiting 
Bangladesh twice and mentioned the warmth and hospitable nature of the 
Bangladeshi people. 

 

 

The Government of the Kingdom of 
Thailand facilitates Bangladeshi students’ 
study in specialized fields by offering 
scholarships through different agencies, 
such  as  Tha i l and  In te rnat iona l 
Cooperation Agency (TICA), National 
Institute of Development Administration 
(NIDA) and different universities. Very 
recently Kasetsart University of Thailand 
offered two scholarships at  the 
postgraduate level in Forestry, Recreation 
& Tourism and Applied Economics for 
Agriculture & Environment after the visit 
of the Ambassador of Bangladesh and 
fruitful negotiations. 

 TICA offers eight scholarships every 
year for Bangladeshi students. NIDA also 
offers scholarships for Bangladeshi 
students. A good number of Bangladeshi 
students are studying in prestigious 
institutes in Thailand such as Mahidol 
University in Public Health, Chiang Mai 
University in Biological Science & 
Petroleum Geology, Burapha University, 
Pattaya in Tourism & Hospital ity 
Management, and Prince of Sonkhla 
University in Development Economics. 
 The Government of Bangladesh is 
also offering courses in Engineering and 
Medical Sciences.  Students from 
Cambodia are opting to study at the 
As ian  Un ivers i ty  for  Women in 
Chattogram, Bangladesh. 



Bangkok Hospital expresses its warmest
congratulations on the auspicious occasion

of the Independence Day of 
�e People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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